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AFTER TRIS MANNER THEREFORE PRAY YT, Re. 
ARO M: the; hiſtory: of the Heathen. world. we | 
learn that they prayed indeed to their gods, but 
that their petitions were of ſuch a fort, and offered 
up im ſack a manner, as: muſt hays been highly pro- 
woking to any ſuperior: moral being. Their. peti- 
tions were: ſuch as they themſelves were, often 
deities they prayed to- the procurers to their plea- 
ſutes, bn che inſſruments af their revenge: And even 
ſuch petitions W¶e by many of them made, not with 
lan humble and dutiful reſignation to the will of 
che deityn but wih murmurs, and ſometimes. threats. 
that if they were not grant d, they i weuld. for lake 
the ir ſacrifices, their altars, and their worſhip; that 
is, they would da. their beſt to yngod, The- They 
could nat therefore know, that it was ſinful to offer 
-vainiand- worldly petitions, or indeed any petitions, 
without ſubini ſũon to the will of the deity. to whom 


o ” 


.they prayed; they. could not know either what. pe- 
titions were propers nor in what manner they ſnoud 
we pteſchted; and therefore the greateſt and belt 


* . 


— 
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4 8 that the heathen world ever produced, 
thought it his duty to admoniſh his cotemporaries 
to leave off praying till ſamebody ſhould teach them 


to pray with more wiſdom and advantage; preſum- 


Wh: ing the Divine Goodneſs would in due time, ſupply 


them with a knowledge ſo neceſſary for them. + 
The Jews, tis true, with whom were the oracles 


of God, and who drank, though not deep, of the 


fourttain'of Divine Wiſdom, were not guilty . 
ſuch groſs impieties as were the Herbe: 

ehen they, we read; murmured and rebel led a, At 
the Lord, (Pf. Ixxviii.) when their deſires not ſuc- 


ceedin 0Ing, they were diſappointed of their Iuſts. 


even we Chriſtians, as ſays St. Paul, (Rom. * 


wii 26.) know. not what we / ſhould pray for as we 


ought. We are weak, inadvertent, ignorant, car 


5 le beings; and as ſuch, amidſt a e 


ſpel ſupplies us wich, if left to —＋ 4 


| - Wein de apt to offer very imperfect etitions. O 
weakneſs would cauſe many detecle 
vVertence many omiſſions; dur ignorance would 
make us apply for what we ſhould be better with- 
out; our car nality would too much bias our affec- 
rions to world) y matters; and'our- ſelfiſhneſs would 
ceonfine us too much to our own private intereſt; 


our 5. 


'of courſe, our petitions would be unfit o be laid 


before Infinite Wiſdom and Perfection 
In ſhort, though men of all religions bile agreed 
ttt we ought'to pray, yet as to the petitions, and 
_ *the manner of making them, they have been uni- 
7 verfally- faulty, all in ſome, many in the moſt ex- 


'travagant degree; and therefore wanted to be 


taught What they might, and what they ought not 
to pray for. Our Saviour, in this prayer which goes 


*by his name, has given us the inſtruction that was 


Wanted; we ſhould therefore, when we prays tay, 
One Father which art In heaven, &c. - 


5 band N of t this prayer, 1 ſhall hae 
105 1 58 +? : | | you 


1 


 redehes, aud the obligations'it 148 d unde. 
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he. out the ſes it Thouſd ſerve; the düties 


Chriſt, as God aßd Man, © knew the treuſures 


a of God and the wants of man, and could” theres 


fore beſt inform us What" we might alt; and What 


God would vouchfafe to grant: As sur mediator 
t in heaven, could beſt inſtruct us What petitions | 


© make iff order to preſttve' ary harmony between 


his requeſts for us, ahd urs for oürfefves: And 
to anfwer thefe purpoſes he bas g ven us ais prey | 
which though ſhort, is ful! of irffttuRtivh;Zaht= im 
its order beautiful: It contains all the petleions we 


ſhould defire to make; and in the order in whiehr 


tbey will beſt be mache; it contains aft that we 


fhould aſk, and at the fame time teaches us alk 


chat we ſhould do it not only directs our — 
but alls regulates our” conduck; and every article 
mm it, as is a. petition for ſome bleſſing; fo is it a 


leſſon For | ſome virtue; and at the fame time "alfs 
demands our endeavours to Acquire. the virtues that. 
are connected with the petition, So that at the 
ſame time that we pray according to Chriſt's dis 
rection, we are taught, and promiſe the practice 


of à chriſtiau. We begin with acknowledging and 


to uſe them. In it we look back updtt our pa 
fins, and beg the forgiveneſs of 95 In it we 


_ keknowledge our duty to our neighbours, and 
pfromiſe to practiſe juſtice, fot Gage and gl ol 


od*s 


race to be pte: 


0 In 2854 ray by: 


its "beavity;, anf its deſign P math 


— 


glorifying the goodneſs, the'majeſty, and the power 

of God, and declaring that it is the duty of us alt. 

ſo to do. We pray for the chriſtian graces of fear, q 
love, faith, obedience; &. ſuch as 1 wake OY 
worthy ſub jets of God's kingdom : pra! 

food; rait ade, health, and al 0 ohh Pr ll. | 
ſings, and lay ourſelves under an o bHgation \riſels 
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8 the world, the geſh, and the devil, and engage our | 


ft endeavours. both to refiſt and avoid them. In 
ort, we do therein declare our belief of God's. 


| e our perſuaſion of his love, our hope of * 
is kingdom, our obedience to his will, our fenſe, 
of our own weakneſs, our truſt in his graces and. 


finiſh: all. with his praiſe and glor 7). 8 


All theſe petitions are made, and ali theſe 1 


— 


are called for from every one, who as he ought uſes, 
this prayer which Chriſt has taught us. All theſe 


its great and manifold purpoſes 1 ſhall: point out, 
as a ſpur to a due; uſe of it, that we by ſuch uſe 
may become partakers of the many bleſſings that 


may thereby be procured, but which are loſt to 
many, through ignorance or inadvertence, who 


having had it in common uſe ever ſince they had 


the gift of ſpeech, have made it to themſelyes. P 


lifeleſs form, a mere matter of courſe z. but theſe, 


jf they can be made ſenſible of its worth, may have 


their affections warmed, and they will then uſe it 
with meaning, with attention, with devotion, and 
with benefit. It may therefore, I preſume, be of 


| ſome uſe to endeavour to awaken. the inadvertent, 


and inſtruct the ignorant, by reminding the one, 


and informing the other what they aſk; promiſe, 


hope, and profeſs in this prayer. And this is what 
every. one ought to know, that the underſtanding 
and the affections may accompany each other, that 


the heart and the tongue may keep pace together 1 
= otherwiſe all its benefits will be loſt, it being 


impoſſible to pray acceptably to God, unleſs we . 


=?! pray with the Spirit (1 os XIV. 156)! and pray | 


with the underſtanding * | 
Another reaſon why this prayer ou ght fully to 


ö 5 be underſtood, is becauſe at includes all the duties 


of a Chriſtian, and for that reaſon has been often 
called the epitome of the goſpel. Tis true, the 


18 N * the due uy PFecepts of the vs 
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| FED "= 15 ; | 5 * 
kom the different parts of TY know un, 
may perhaps not in ſo eaſy, ſo ſhort, and ſo con- 
nected a manner as from a thorough knowledge of 
this prayer; or, if they could, many would not _ 
know they were included in this prayer; which 1 
tis every one's duty to undetſtand, and every one's 
intereſt to uſe with underſtanding. And if id ſhould 
be ſaid, that there are but few who do not under- 
ſtand it; for the ſake of thoſe few it ought to be 
repeatedly explained, as old ex planations are but 
too likely to be laid aſide and forgotten. Beſides, 
there are many who are more capable of an in- 
creaſe in Chriſtian mann. than 15251 are them 
: ſelyes aware of. 4+ 3 . 
For theſe . 1 ſhall 2% te 60 explain 
| iis prayer, in ſuch; a manner as to ſhew that it 
comprehends our duty to God, to our neighbours, 
and ourſelves: With relation to ourſelves, tem- 
perance, ſobriety, &e. with relation to our neigh- 
bours, juſtice, honeſty, and charity; and with * 
lation to God, faith, love, praiſe, and obediengee. 
And thus explaining one thing in itſelf neceſ- — 
ſary to be underſtood, will ging a fummary of © | 
our duty.. . 1 Finn 11 1 | 
But befors. 1 8 it will not. but improper to 
obſerve, that by our Saviour's expreſs command we 
are to uſe this prayer; and therefore, though we 
may uſe other prayers to give ſcope to our ſpirits 
we ſhould do ka always to conclude with this, 
that thereby we may prevent the many omiſſions 
and improprieties we may otherwiſe be guilty of; 
and at the ſame time ſhew our obedience to our 
Lord and Maſter's will. Indeed if we had not this 
help provided for us, we might humbly hope that 
God would paſs. by the involuntary defects and 
errors that attend all prayers of man's a- 8: 
but as we have this help, tis wantonneſs, tis 4 
ee bother therefar . 
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| And from the parallel paſſage in 8t. Luke, Hen ye 
fiber ſay, Our Father which, &. where there is no 


deen is the preface; and.as:!tis ft we: ſhould. al- 
i: ways * our to God with Ae in = | 


ps"; 1 
1 Habereſtz ban our duty, when we pry | 
Our F Mes aft in dee rope Bd zz 157 
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| AFTER THIS MANNER ATC AE Pray TE, hc, 
THESE words, Aftef this manners. have given 
 6ecalidn to ſome men to.thirik chat our Saviour de- 
figned:to give his diſciplesy not a particular pi 
their conſtant uſe, hut only a model to 3 
| their devotions by. And chis. miſtake they are led 
into by an inaccuracy in ou tranſlation; for tis a 
ſingle word only which-1 is tranſlated after: this man- 
ner z and.if it had been ttanſtated, as it might, 8 
the ſingle word Thus, it might have prevented 
doubt and cavil about it. And that our Saviour 


deſigned this prayer, not as a model, but for uſe;-. 


we may be ſatisfied by the conſtant practice of tho 


| . ehurchs-which-always:6-confideted. it: And alſo 
from his deſign in giving it, which, we are told by 
St. Luke, was to teach. une a form of 


prayer z ĩt being cuſtomary among the Jewiſh docs 


Tors to give: their ſcholars a particular form of prayer 


For their uſe, as a badge 2 10 ſuch a 
maſter; and for this reaſon it was that dur Sa» 
viour's: diſciples ſaid unto. him, Lard, teach ut to 

pray, as fohn alfo tuught his diſciples. ' Luke oti. 11 


berty left them as this form, or ſome other 
Aike hy but they are poſitively ee when th 

pray to:ſays Our Father, & . - 
1 Phis then being the very prayer out. Aula os 
' figned: we ſhowld. uſe, I ſhall proceed to: the:expla» 
mation of it. Tis commonly conſidered as con+ 


ſiſting of three diſt inct parts. 2 The mo of 
-_ Sntroductions a. The petitiohs, or body. 3. The 


 doxobogys or: concluſion. On Father, which art in 


and awful thoughts of him, he is therefore deſcrib« 
ed in it by: his merey and goodneſs, comprehended 
in the words, Our Fatber; and by his majeſty, com- 
-prehended in the words, which art in beauenn. 
In explaining this preface it will be proper to 
-ſhew, 1, in what reſpects God may be called or 
Father; and, 2dly, the reaſons why our Saviour in 


this particular place teaches us to call him ſo. 


1. Then, God may be called our Father, as be- 
ing our Creator. By creation he is indeed the Fa- 
ther of all Rings; for there is but one God, the Fa- 
ther, F whom are all things. 1 Cor. viii. 6. But as 
the terms Father and Son, ſtrictly ſpeaking, belong 
to perſons and not to things, he is more properly _ 
Father in relation to angels and men; of irrational 
«beings he is the Creator, of rational the Father al? 
io; the one ate his creatures, the other alſo. his 
ſons. When we call upon God as our Oreator, we 
iconfeſs that it was He that made us, and not we ur- 
ſelves,” ſaying, with Iſaiah, lxiv. 8. O Lord, thou _ 
art our Father ;: we are the clay, and thau our potter; 
and we art all the work of thy hand. And this con- 
:#effion' ſhould dead us to confider what a mighty 
ebleffing creation is how good a Father God in 
this reſpect has been to us: for we are too apt to 
*overlook the great goodneſs of God in this parti- 
gular, as well as the great obligations it lays us 


a4: ww 9 ; _ — r FOR. as ² —A—! ³·˙Ü¹] . K A wn os a. 
< a * pe 1 : — y 
; : : ; . . 8 95 


Wen 
4 
7 


under; ſeldom giving ourſelves the trouble to con- 
ider, that to be created, is to be brought out of no- 
ching into the perfection of being; from the duſt 
to be formed into the glorious image of the ſons of 
God; to be placed in a world:every where wit- 
neſſing the goodneſs of the Creator; every where 
abounding with ; what ſerves us not only for our 
nouriſhment, but alſo for gur entertainment, our 
ornament, and defence; our bodies for their ſup- 
port, eaſe, and pleaſure, and our ſouls for their 
"exerciſe, improyement, and delight: and alſo. s? 
% ᷑ ů”[.̃ ⁵ÜÄt ! + 
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8 
8 1 ele enjoying in de proſerice of God 
leternal exiſten ; aid etetnal happine * 4 30 1 bw. 
Fheſt are the bleffings that exeatioin. gives us; 
and the ſame power that gives them continugs 
' — wa Rotors ont to us another view in 
us, vin a our Preſervet. 
- iAn-earthi por "my ſupports thoſe children ke 
has _ *. e ee call Father 3 and, from 
che care and preſerdation ef His creatures, the 
dame title is given to God: Man, ho is the-work 
God's hand, is alſo: the object of his love, and 
thoſe that he brings in ta diſè are not left to chance, 
or thtir own: weak abilities, but are by his band, 
With care and tenderneſs, conducted from the 
bpening to the cloſe: of life.: He it gbd 0 all; 21 
But tender merry is over all his wor lt e. ibe cyes of all 
unit upon him, and be giveth den ulrir meat i in > 
A. Gok PE culv. a dein d d n 
Ps hus — 4s: All 
kn dy dy his care and pre ſervatidn of us. 
Crectionisalitgl, act of that power which we muſt 
admire ; preſervation a repeated act of that merey 
: 33 we muſt love: the of is th cb — 
of enjoying the bleſfings ot ile; ot 1 
nr w6l 13 ©] $4 Cty een . 
.- Creationand preſervation; life, and <he-dowforts 
uf it, are the common portion of all men; and. o 
far Gi it tb Father of u all: but to us Chriſtians 
he is 2 Father not only by creation and preſerva- 
tion, bat abobe all by his: ingſimable laue in thei te» 
denmption of the world by u. Lord Feſus: Chriſt: 
thereby we obtain a new relation; ge 2 ſays 8. 
John, whar manner of luve the Father: hath beflawad 
uon us, that we: ſhould: be culled. vbe ſons of God; that 
- we who were aliens and ſtramgersg ſervants. bs fin 
and Satan, ſhould: through: Chriſt be made ſons amd 
daughters of God, be e into his family, and 
50 "_ gu enemies, receive 6 
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7 ery 1 Ruler Roch. ts aſs . 
30d bas given us the. greateſt poffble proof of ol : 
goodneſs"ts us; our condition by © grace being ſo 
different " from” that by "Nature," tar. what we are 
bay 3 in oſpel accoubt Rands for 
Tis true, God's common care of all his 
| kt s fram'the beginning of the world, Yeſerves 
all che thanks and praiſe that man is capable BP - 
wing; yet che overflowings of his goodneſs to- us 
Ebrifttans being Near, great, ought in a peeu- 
har manner to be regarded. His beloved Son he 
ſends to take our nature upon him, and lay the 
foundation of our kindred with him; the merits f 
this his Son he applies to us, in orden to make us 
in ſome meaſure worthy of that relation, and tobe 
treated by him as his children, i. e. receive the pro- 
viſion and inheritafice of fons; 3 for of children, bin 
are we heirs, beirs God, and foint heirs with Chrift. 
Rom. viii. 17 and as ſuch ſhall-receive an inberi- 
tance ihcorruptible, and undefiled,. and that fadeth 1 #08. 
uy ; reſerved in e 1. 1 Pete l. 4. : 
his aſt meaning; doubtleſs, is principally dex > 
eÞby the term 1 Aker in this prayer, though it 
Is to be underſtood in the other as well as in this 
and whoever calls God Father, is ſuppoſed; as a2 
man, to acknowledge: that God ereated, preſerves} ; 
and ſup ports him; and as a Chriſtiun, that he- hass 
wes, red {ng into his Fatnily Ys bo Menne him to 3 — 
tpation f his: gl 4 1754 
ary 1 n be bude Our abe, let s 
the reaſons why our Saviour in this prayer, znd- in 
this particular art of itz teaches us de call him ſo; 
Which arg; T, 10 Kae us how we'ou ought te be pre- 28 
| parddibef re we ele et 25 46 inforty us with What 1 
aff ehe eh 3. to give us all 1 
reaſonab! Hopes of fuerefß Tom the uſe of it. q 
Sb tech us ew we vught-to be pre ared 
before wei of og n 
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bx ſome ſort: of likeneſs to. God: For before. we 

eſame to call, God Father, we muſt endeavour to 
. like him, it being in vain to aſſume the title of. | 

Son without any reſemblance of our Father; we muſt, 
as ſays the apoſtle, Eph. v. I. if ſons, he followers 
_ of Gold as dear children, otherwiſe he will be no Fa- 
ther to us; it being unreaſonable to expect he will. 
own. thoſe for his Es who are totally: unlike bim. 
Tis true, we cannot be like God, either in our na- 
ture or our ſnape; we may however in ſome meaſure 
reſemble him in our deeds and affections, may be 
des merciful, juſt, and good, which is the like - 
neſs God pram by in his children; and ſo far as 
we are holy, juſt, and good, ſo far are we his ſons: 
but if we do the works of the fleſh, then are we 
Satan's children, for his children we are whoſe 
works we dd; Ihe were Abraham's children, ſays our 
Sa aviour, ye would de the-works of Abraham ;—but ye 


are of | your father the devil, and the. ix gb of your 


= ye will do. John viii. 30. 44. Let us not 


then dare to call: God our Father, ſo long as we do 


the works of Satan, for that is in ſome. ſort making 


God a father to the devil's children. Let us, 


pefore we apply to God our Father, reſolve to to 


5 as becometh his children; ; for; ſo much our. Saviour 
5 deſigned to teach us in commanding uh; to call God 
Ln Father when we pray unto him. 


74 E 


At the ſame time alſo be teaches us, als; with 
* affections we ſhould pray, pig. reverence, on 
_ and-gratitude; the-affeQions that become the chil- 
A of ſo great, ſo good a Father. FE 15 
ith reverence: For s one deſign of prayer 
te AY honour God, our Sayiout orders; us. to. begin 
our. addreſſes to him with the title of Father; ATC» 
lation that not only begets, but. alſo. demands re- 
ſpect and reyerence: Honour thy. fathers 4 is: the:firft 
pommandment with. promiſe 7. Eph. 1 Ry fore, 
Fra or thes i 
FAR * 


right. If law and reaſon both oblige us to honour 


\ 


C - * ju 7 9 * = 
4 » . % 
% © * 
. s : 

\ 
. 0 . 8 

* . * 

4 
G . "4 * 


the fathers Gen fleſh, how much greater honour is 


due to our heavenly Father, the God of the ſpirits of 
all-fleſh? who by the manner of his eee 


with the rebellious, in the prophet Malachi, ſhews 


us, that *tis not only his due, but alſo that he ex- 


pects it from us; A ſon honoureth his father, and a | 
ſervant his maſter ; if I then be a Father, where is © 
mine honour ? ſays the Lord of Hoſts. - Mal. i. 6. 


Were there no other difference between God and 
us but. that between father and ſon, we ſhould be 
bound to pay him reverence, eſpecially in our 
prayers to him; when we expect and deſire ſupplies 


from our father, then at leaſt ought we to expreſs 


the duty of children. But conſidering the infinite 


difference between an earthly and an heavenly fa- 
ther, we ſhould be all awe and reverence +our 


words, our behaviour, all the powers and faculties 
of the ſoul, ſhould be affected ; and the outward re- 


verence of the body ſhould witneſs the inward re- 
verence of the foul. — Wy 


— 


And as to call God Father is an engagement We. 
reverence him, ſo it is alſo to love him, for Father is 


a relation of benefit, and conſequently of love; and 


as God is in, ſo many reſpects our Father, viz. by 
creation, preſervation, and redemption, we in each 
ol thele reſpects owe him the love of ſons. Creation 
is a wondrous blefling, preſervation a greater, re- 
demption a greater ſtill; our love therefore ſhould 
riſe in proportion to the bleſſings; and if ſo,-they 
are ſuch, that there is not a degree of love within 
the utmoſt compaſs of our power, which is not re- 


quired of us; and which we are bound to ſhew, not 


in the moment of devotion only, but through the 


whole courſe of life, viz. by a careful and regular 
obedience to God's laws: He that ſays he loves 


God, and keepets not his commandments, is à har, and 
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affections we are to make uſe of this his prayer, 


from the due uſe of it, 


| tance, and oftentimes raiſed terror without hope, 


„ 14 4 


15 produdtive of obedience, our Saviour ae 
us to call upon God in the endearing relation of 
Father, reminds us of the reverence and love that. 
1s due to him, and teaches us that we cannot pray 
aright, unleſs we accompany. our devotion with _ 
ſuch love as is productive of obedience and full o 
gratitude; for the relation of Father requires not 
önly reyerence, love, and obedience, but alſo grati- 
tude, a thankful remembrance of the many bleſſings 
for which we are indebted to him. We ſhould 
therefore, when we pray, remember not only what 
we want, but alſo what we haye received; what 
we already have had, as well as what we expect; | 
ſenſible, that as all our paſt happineſs did, all our 
future happineſs does and muſt depend upon God, 
the Author and Giver of all good things. 5 
Zdly. Our Saviour has not only thus taught us 
* we are to prepare ourſelves, and with what 


but alſo gives us all e ones of ſucceſs 


Before our Saviour, the common way of addreſ- 
ſing our Maker, was by the titles of God, Lord, 
. of Hoſts, Jehovah, &c, terms that imply the 
perfections and dominion, the power and majeſty, 
not the love and goodneſs of God; terms that 
taught the worſhippers to know and keep their diſ- 


and reverence without comfort. But our Saviour 
has now taught to call God Father, and thereby 
intimates to us the love that he has for us, encou- 
rages our addreſſes, and promiſes the tenderneſs of 
that near relation; and this he does before he men- 
tions his being in heaven, leſt his majeſty ſhould 
awe and eſtrange us. Tis natural for en, in 
want either of ſuccour or protection, to fly to their 
parents, and ſeldom it is that a parent rejects even 
an unworthy: weren! z Therefore our Saviour here 

teaches 


teaches: us to call God Father, in order ta encow” 
rage our addreſſes, and give us hopes of ſucceÞ ; 
and this he confirms at the giving of this prayer, 
in the following words: V a ſon ſhall aſk bread of 
any of you that is a father, will he give him a ene? 
er if be aſk a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent © If ye 
then, being\evil, know how to give good gifts unto your = 
children e how much more ſhall your heaventy Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him ? Luke 
Xi. 11, 13. As our Saviour then has encouraged 
us to call God our Father, why ſhould we not, 
upon all occaſions, flee unto him for ſuccour ? eſpe- 
cially being ſuch a Father as, according to the 
ſcripture repreſentation of him, exceeds in tender> _. 
| neſs and love all the bowels of an earthly paren;? 
Can a woman forget ber fucking child? Can a woman, 


- 


_ whole affections are moſt tender and importungte, 
forget ber ſucking child, that. ſhe ſhould not have com- 
palſion upon the ſon of ber wamb ? Tea, they may for- 
get, yet will not 1 eee ee 2 
Hoſts, Iſa. xlix. 15. We may then, as God is ſuch * 
a tender Father, go boldly to the throne of grace, and © | 
aſe with "roger are for ſo good a Fa- 
ther will not deſert or forſake his children: to fear 
ſucceſs, would be to ſuſpect his goodneſs, and as 
it were, deny that he is a Father to us. Beſides, 
as we have already experienced his goodneſs, we 
have. no reaſon to ſuſpect the continuance of it $ 
and his paſt kindneſs. may give us.a_ comfortable 
proſpgEt of future bleſſings. Has he not created 
us ? Does he not preſerve. us? Has he not redeemed 
us? And can we, after ſuch ſingular proofs of his 
goodneſs, doubt whether there be any thing, that 
_ deſerves our prayers, which God will not grant us? 
He that "rf not his «wn Son, but delivered him. up 
- for:us all, how ſball he not with him alſo freely give + 
us all things ? Rom. viii. 32. Tis true, the great- 
neſs and the multiplicity of the bleſſings. we have 
„„ B 2 e e received, 
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-received,'and of the wants we are under, might dif- 
courage us, and make us aſhamed to be always 
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craving and expecting; our wants are fo great and 
ſo many, and tis ſo frequently that we are forced 


to trouble God with them, that we could not have 
the confidence to aſk, nor the preſumption to 


we ſhould be heard, but that the endearing relation 


of Father encourages our importunities, and as it 
were promiſes ſucceſs. Our Saviour therefore, 


jnſtructing us to approach the Divine Preſence with 


the many weighty petitions of his prayer, does not 
lay before us God's omniſcience, without which 
he could not hear us; nor his omnipotence, with- 


out which he could not help us; but only his 
fatherly love, as a pledge to aſſure us, that what- 


_ cever we aſt the Father in his name, be will give ii 
1. John xvi. 23. Let us therefore, when we pray, 


* 


in obedience to our Saviour's direction, with a full 


ſenſe of the great bleflings of creation, preſerva - 


tion and redemption ; with ſincere reſolutions of 


Obedience; with reverence, love, and gratitude z 
with faith, a firm reliance upon God's goodneſs ;_ 


thus prepared, thus qualified, let us fay, Our Fa» 
wer which art in Heaven, fe = 
po Hos TE: es 1 ts 
don FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, 
AFTER having ſhewn in what ſenſe we 


PK. 


call God Father, and alſo the reaſons why our 


Saviour has taught us ſo to call him; we may next 
obſerve; that in this addreſs we declare him to be 


in heaven. ' Now in ſcripture we find mention 


made of three heavens ; 1ſt. the loweſt, where the 


_ 'fowls of the air are, and from whence the rain de- 


ſcendeth; therefore the birds are, in the book of 


Job, xxxv. II. called the fowl of heaven? and 


when Elijah prayed, tis faid, the heaven gave rain. 
„ ; 
# 


e 9 
James v. 18. The ſecond heaven 4s. us of 


the ſun, moon, and ftars ; thus tis ſaid, Mark 
xiii. 25. the flars of heaven all fall. 'The third 


inconceivable manner, the ſeat and reſidence of the 


tion to human conteptions that the ſcripture tells 


preſent, and as ſuch, nothing i is high or low to him, 


nor can the heaven of heavens. canton him. But 8. 


earthly princes have their thrones, and thoſe too 
exalted above other places, the ſcripture, by way 


ing the majelty of the King of Kings, mentions a 
the higheſt heaven ; where it tells us he has his 
throne, and is attended by ten thouſands of angels, 
beings.. _ 

let us next ſee what the whole of this addreſs is 


gotten from 3 


in the ſtile of numbers, and call him, not my, but 
aur Father; thereby teaching us, 1. tha God's 

goodneſs extends to all his creatures; 27 that we 
are to behave to all mankind as to our brethren” 3 


of the Moſt High. 


the ngiverſal e of 


2 


is that which St. Paul, 2 Cor. Xii. 2. calls the | 
third heaven; and which is in. ſome, though in an... 


_ moſt high God. It is indeed only in accommoda- 


us, that God's ſeat, his throne, his dwelling-place is. 
in heaven; for God being infinite, is every where 


of accommodation to our conceptions, in diſplay- 
place of his ſpecial reſidence, a place ſeated in the . 
higheſt regions, the regions of light and de even 
of cherubim and ſcraphim, great. and Slorious 

_ After. this ſhort account of this ward beaver, 
| deſigned to teach us; what Knprovemens may. be 
Although our Sav Wk gave us this prayer. for the 
_ exerciſe even of our private devotion, when zwe haue 


entered our cloſet, and ſbut to the door, as he in ver. 
6th directs us, yet he commands us to addreſs God 


3. to rejoice that we and they. are all the children 


Firſt then, we are 158 A to We 
cn as being the Father 
of 
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ef all mankind, created. by one God; and that we. 


muſt not therefore, out of pride or paſſion, exclude 
any man from his love, vainly arrogating, and to 
ourſelves appropriating it, as his only children; 
but remember that all men have an equal claim 
with ourſelves, being all children of the ſame pa- 
rent, who is neither mine nor thine, but the father 


2. And as we are taught to exclude no man from 


the love of God, who is the Father of us all, ſo 


alſo are we. taught to behave to every man as to 
brother, a ſon of the ſame father; not with pride 
and diſdain, for the wants of all men are the ſame, 


and they are all ſupplied by the ſame God. None 
of us are fo great as not to want God's bleſſings, 


Nor any ſo low as for that reaſon to be excluded 


from them; but, whether rich or poor, are all 


equally the appointment of his providence, and the 


objects of his mercy. How unreaſonable therefore, 


and how abſurd, is the haughty behaviour which 
we often ſee among thoſe, who hy a few world! 
and periſhing circumſtances are diſtinguiſhed from 
their brethren ! We have all one Creator, are all 


preſerved by the fame bounty, and were all redeem+ 


ed by the ſame: mercy ; one has not a better 
Obriſt, or a better Father in heaven than another; 
we cannot therefore but condemn that inhuman 

Contempt, that unchriſtian arrogance which ſome 


men are guilty of towards their fe}llow-creatures z- 
whom yet they are forced- to call their brethren 
whenever they addreſs their God ; and who, for 


all their lordlineſs, can call God their Father with 


as much truth and propriety as themſelves. Let not 
then the rich man leſpiſe the meaneſt of his fellow- 

creatures; nor be aſhamed to behave as a brother 
to him, whom God diſdains not to accept as a ſon: 
Jet him hence learn the abſurdity of pride and ar- 
rogance, and the neceſſity of brotherly love and 
— — 5 8 | ; Re : e . kindneſs. 
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kindneſs. Remember, O' man, that we are all of 


the fame blood, and all bear the ſame image; learn 
thence, good-will towards thy brother, univerſal 
love towards all mankind ; be kind, compaſſionate, 


and helpful; to the utmoſt of thy power conſuls _ 


and promote the welfare and happineſs of all men 


to behave otherwiſe is to be undutiful to your God, 


and unkind to yourſelf, for they are both God's 
relations and your own. And if you have the good 
of mankind at heart, you will not in your prayers 


forget it, but when you addreſs your Father who 


is in heaven, will be as earneſt with him for others 
as for yourſelf ; will be as mindful of the wants, of 
the ſtate and condition of your brethren, as your 


This brotherly love requires 3 Wis our Saviour 
teaches: no prayer, however private, muſt be felf- 
iſh; and when we in ever ſo particular a manner 
pray for ourſelves, we muſt be mindful of our bre- 
thren, and fay our Father, &c. Let us then, laying 


aſide all pride and haughtineſs of ſpirit, with loving 


hearts, as dear brothers, addrefs our Father, mak- 1 


ing a common prayer to the common Father of _ 


all mankind ; fo ſhall we cauſe the angels to fing, 


How good, how pleaſant a thing is it for brethren'to | 


dwell together in unity! / IS . 
3dly. We may rejoice that our Saviour has 


taught us thus advantageouſly to addreſs our Fa- 


ther: for to pray with a ſenſe of our brother's 
wants as well as our own, with an hearty deſire 
that his may be ſupplied as well as ours, is a good 
method to get our petitions heard. Prayers ſo cha- 
ritably made, are like to be favourably accepted; 


and God will be the more kind to him who is ſo 


good to his brethren. 


Beſides, by being taught all of us thus to addreſs 1 


God, we become partakers of the prayers of all 
and have petitions ſent up'to God for us by * wa 
„ e e 
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Hal fellow Chriſtians <a heaven. Prayer now ee con- 
cerns the whole family of God, whereof we all are 


members, and as ſuch are entitled. to the benefit. 


and comfort of every good wiſh that is made for 
the welfare of it. 'R 

are thus prayed for to mT heavenly Father, that 
every where, and in every thing, by prayer and ſup- 
; Plication our wants are made known unto Gd. 
Addreſſing God as our Father, you ſee, reminds 
us of his univerſal goodneſs, as being the Father 
of us all ; teaches us charity to all men, as we all. 
are brothers ; and gives us joy, as having a ſhare 
in all their prayers, and all the good effects of 


ejoice we therefore that we 


them. 
Addreſſin 15 in beaven, i is alſo for our ene 


tion. The Schechinah, i. e. the glorious appear- 
ance that dwelt in the Jewiſh tabernacle, was in- 


_ tended to poſſeſs. the Jews with a ſenſe of God's 
more eſpecial preſence therein, and ſeems to have 
given them a notion, that all worſhip was confined 


do that place; at leaſt that prayers were not ſo well 


received from any other place as from their temple, 
of which it was a part; z and *tis imagined that our 
- Saviour here deſigns to oppoſe thts narrow opinion, 
and. by commanding us to ſend up our prayers to 
God in heaven, to 6 us that no circumſtance of 
_— can hinder. the uſe and efficacy of them; for 
heaven is over, and open to us all, whereſoever we 
are ; and as God is always there, he is always 
equally at hand to hear us. But whether this be 
one of our Saviour's deſigns in this place, or not, 
be at leaſt intends to teach us, that be whoſe throne 
is in heaven is able to do whatſoever pleaſeth him y 
that heaven is the ſeat of power, where he to whom. 
we pray, hath all things under him, 1 Cor. xv, 27. 
and is able to give us whatſoever he ou? to be good 
> convenient for us. 

But we are taught not only what we way expect . 
. | | from 


' viz, that when we pray to him, it muſt be with 

| purity, reverence, and attention.” . . 
Heaven is the ſeat of purity, and nothing im- 

| pure can gain admittance there; prayers ſent thi- 
ther by thoſe who neither intend to purify them- 

ſelves, nor endeavour to do ſo, will furely be re- 

jected : Clean hands and a clean heart are required, 


* . 


without which no ſacrifice is acceptable to him, whoſe 


throne is in heaven. Whenever therefore we are 
about to pray, we ſhould conſider that we are ap- 
ee heaven, the dwelling- place of {an holy 


od, who, if we regard iniquity in our hearts, will _ 


"not hear us; ſo ſhall we be induced to purify ur- 

| ſelves from all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, and 
lift up pure hands, ſuch as the holineſs of the ein- 

ployment alſo demands of uin. 

Having then purified our hearts, ind thereby _ 

fitted A prepared ourſelves to approach aur Fa- 

| ther in heaven, let us draw near with the utmoſt 


cially as our Father in heaven, a Father of inex» 


ve ſhould do ſo, is the reaſon why our Saviour has 
taught us by that title to addreſs him. Father is a 
relation that ſpeaks love and tenderneſs, and there» 
fore we are to call God Father, that we may dare 
to ſpeak to him becauſe of his love But at the ſame 
time we muſt call him our Father in heaven, to ſhew 
us, that when we do ſpeak to him, it muſt be with 
fear and reverence, becauſe of his majeſty; at once 
avoiding both preſumption. and defpair. Come into 
our Father's preſence we may, becauſe he loves us} 
but the conſideration that tis coming into the pre» 


Feverence ; as our Father, tis his due, and more eſpe- 


prefiible glory and majeſty ; and to ſhew us that 


ſence of the great King, ſhould fill the whole man 


with the higheſt apprehenſions of the gg Ore 
majeſty of the Lord before whom he cometh. With 
what awe and reverence do we behave in the. Poem 
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and preſence of an earthly ſovereign, and with what 
care and Caution. are our petitions recommended to 
him! How much more is due, but, alas} how much 
bf is uſed, towards the King of kings, and Lord of 
. dords, the only Ruler $4 princes /- How many of us 

appear with the utmoſt careleſſneſs in his preſence, 
and throw our petitions. before him in ſuch a man- 
ner, as ſpeaks rather - contempt than awful reve- 
rence ] Alas, we are, though. we ſeem not to 
know it, helpleſs wretches, in every thing depen» 
* dent upon God, and as ſuch ſhould admire: and 
magnify the excecding great love and goodneſs. of 
_ God, in admitting us to come before him; with 
our brother Abraham we ſhould ſay, ho am J, 
that I ſhould take upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord, who 
am but duſt and aſhes @ full of that lowly rever- 

ence which is due from ſuch creatutes as we are, 

to a God fo glorious as our Father which is in 


LY 


Wherever there is ſuch reverence, it cannot 
but be accompanied with attention; but if for want 
of ſuch reverence, we are careleſs and inattentive 
to our petitions, we can expect no ſucceſs from 
them; for when our hearts and. tongues ſpeak not 
the ſame language, when our prayers ſo little ex+ 
preſs our wiſhes, that we-ſcarce know what we are 
praying for, in ſuch abſence of mind God cannot 
but be deaf to us; it being abſurd to ſuppoſe he 
will hear us in thoſe petitions in which we do not 
ſo much as hear ourſelves, Nay, ſuch prayers 
wherein we approach God with our lips when our 
hearts are far from him, muſt be more than loſt, as 
they not only ſhew a diſreſpect to God, but alſo a2 
. contempt of the good things we pray for. And yet 
ſuch behaviour, as fooliſh and as wicked as it is, is 
but too common, among Chriſtians, and is chiefly 
__  , owing to their not conſidering whoſe preſence they 
are in; for if they had the leaſt ſenſe 3 
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| before the glorious Majeſty of heaven, 'tis impoſ- 


fible their thoughts ſhould be ſo wandering,” ſo 
fooliſh, nay, and ſo wicked, as we have too much 
reaſon to ſuſpect they ſometimes are. We ſhould, _ 
then, whenever we pray, remember that God our 
Father is in heaven, fo ſhall we fix our wandering 
thoughts; and hall not be raſh with our mouth, nor 
ſhall our heart utter any thing haſtily before God, ii 
we remember that God is in heaven, and we upon earth, 
Eecleſ. v. 2. 1 755 ,, Tus 
This preface to our Lord's prayer, you ſee, 
abounds with uſeful and weighty inſtructions, 
teaching us gratitude, love, and eee, towards 


God as our Father; reverence, purity, and fervent 


devotion, as our Father in heaven ; humility, love, 
and charity to all men, as the ſons of the ſame 
Father. In ſhort, it teaches all the diſpoſitions with 


which this and every other prayer ſhould be offered 


up. And if we pray with ſuch diſpoſitions, we need 


not fear that God will deny us any proper requeſts. 74 


And what requeſts are proper, we are ſufficiently 
informed in the body of this prayer, and which 
cannot poſſibly be any way ſo properly introduced 
as by this preface, Our Father which art in heaven; 
by which is meant as follows:“ O God, our Fa- 
ther in heaven, we preſume to call upon thee 
„by thy moſt affecting attribute, with hearts filled 
« with a ſenſe of the greatneſs and goodneſs of 

e thee, who art our Father by creation, preſer- 
vation; but above all, by thine ineſtimable love 

6e in the redemption of the world by our Lord Je- 
„ ſus Chriſt; through whoſe mediation we, thy 
«< unworthy children, preſume to lay our petitions 
before the throne of grace; ſenſible, that as thou 
© doſt not diſdain to acknowledge us for thy ſons, 
we ought'to behave to all men as brothers, ſhews» 
ing ſome degree of that love and goodneſs to- 


© wards them, which thou haſt ſo laviſhed out 


upon 


* 


; 1 


e upon us; and as. thy throne is in heaven, the 


e region of purity and glory, we confeſs, that 


<* with pure hearts and proftrate ſouls we ſhould 
% fall low on our knees whenever we appear be- 
© fore thee,” oa EY 

-: * MAT'F., wh 9. | 
| HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 


OUR Saviour having, in the foregoing words, 


[ taught us the propereſt manner of introducing our 
Fi  — petitions, and m_ us encouragement, as children, 


to lay them before our Father which is in heaven; 


in theſe goes on to ſhew us of what ſort our peti- 


tions muſt be; what deſires thoſe ought to have 
who profeſs themſelves to be the children of the 
Moft High; what tis fitteſt for them to afk, and 
What wok likely for God to grant. He knew we 
wanted as much to be informed what to pray for, 
as in what manner to pray for it; and that if our 
wills, biaſſed by our depraved affections, were al- 
Jowed to direct our wiſhes, we ſhould make onr- 
ſelves wretches indeed; that, ignorant of our true 
| Intereſt, and hurried on by our paſſions, if all our 
deſires were granted, we Saule be of all God's creu- 
tures the. moſt miſerable. 1 Cor. xv. 19. and it would 
de cruelty, and not love, in our Father, to indulge 
us in our wiſhes. Far happier therefore is it for 
us, that God, who knows better what is good for 


man than man does for himſelf, has ſet bounds 


to our deſires, and taught us what our wiſhes 
JJ 
The petitions which in this prayer we are al- 
lowed and directed to make, are of two ſorts; the 
three firſt have reſpe& unto God, the reſt to our- 


| elves: the three which reſpe& God, as to their 


deſign and confequences, are much the ſame ; 
I ſhall however treat them ſeparately, becauſe 
71777 ß area ww. 
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they et our e in ſuch, Aierent lg as eo ve I 


and to receive advantage from each other. 


 The-firt; Vis. Ellen be y ane I!! 


explain, and alſo ſhew you, that you may and 
ought to contribute towards what you pray for in 


this and in every other petition; and then, to en- 
courage you to do fo, ſhew you that your hap- 
pineſs, in no e degree, is concerned in o 
doing. 5 $3 5 
By name, in en ane is meant ce | 
perſon himſelf ; for among the Jews names were 
often prophetically expreſſive, or characteriſfically: 
deſcriptive of the condition or conduct of the 
perſons they N18. given to, as you may ſee by the 
explanation of many of them, given in this manner; 
therefore ſhall his Sd be called—therefare fhall jou 
call his name. And there was more than the com- 
mon reaſon why they ſhould follow this method 


with relation to God, " becauſe nothing of that in- 5 


comprehenſible deing is perfectly known but his | 


name; and therefore the Jews called God Te 


Name, by way of eminence: and to ſhew us What 
notions they had of the perfections of God's na- 


ture, they have given him different names expreſs ; 


ſive of them; one to denote his aneh, 
Ex. iii. 14. Another his majeſty, Pf. exlviii. 1 
Another his power, Jerem. x. 16. Another bis 


God himſelf, as tis uſed Pf. city 1. The name of tb 
God of Facob : defend thee z as tis alſo i in ane _ 5 
places of ſcripture. £19 

To hallow any thing, 11 to LanRify i it, to 
eſteem it as ſacred, to think it worthy of honour,” 
praiſe, and glory, and to uſe it accordingly: and 
by hallowed be (God) thy name; we mean, may 
God be praiſed, worſhipped, and 11 in 170 
hearts and lives of all men. 


I his e —— to the ſenſe here gre, 7 
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purity; Pſalm xcix. 3. &c. ' By name then is meant 2 
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Inſt;encelicody contrived, that by it the glory of 
Bod is at once acknowledged, deſired, and pro- 
miſed to be promoted. And when we ſay. hallowed 
Sa thy name, we confeſs: to God that ee is due 
unto bis name; we expreſs our wiſhes and deſires 
that others may glorify him as well as ourſelves; 
and promiſe that we ourſelves will glorify him: 
for this petition, and every petition of this or any 
other prayer, at the ſame time that it is an exprei- 
ſion of our deſires, is alſo an implicit promiſe, nay | 
a:ſolemn obligation, to conduct ourſelves in con- 
formity to it; for all prayer is deſigned; not to 
inform God, who, knoweth us altogether, but to 
warm and affect ourſelves; and therefore is often 
called preaching to ourſelves in God's hearing. 
As then in this petition we confeſs that we and 
all men ought, and wiſh that we and all men may, 
and promiſe that we ourſelves will, give glory to 
God; it cannot be improper here, by way of in- 
ſtruction to thoſe who have not yet conſidered 
them, and by way of remembrance to thoſe who 
have, to point out ſome of the caſes in which man 

may honour and glorify God; for we ns 20 it in 
thought, word, and deed, 800 

1. We honour God in thought, when we 1 
aright of him; when we apprehend him to be, as 
he really is, an all- perfect being, infinite in wil⸗ 
dom, goodneſs, power, juſtice, and holineſs, &c. 
for we muſt take in all his attributes, as the omiſ- 
fron of one is depreciating the reſt, all of them 
giving worth and ſtrength to each other; for, 
vrhat is power without goodneſs ? what. is juſtice 
without mercy? Wiſdom is of no great uſe with-. 
.out- power, and any being is the greater for be- 
ing good. When ſuch an idea of God's perfections 
is entertained, loved, and cheriſned by us; when 
we take delight in reviewing» it, and renounce 
| ONO Pun len * * it ; 

8 When, 
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when, by being bei reviewed, it Ne 
love, reverence, and admiration, (the Affection o 
glorious a being qught to raiſe in us) then tis 
that we honour God in thought. 

In word we honour God, when we give ban 
-thimke. and praiſe; when a Full ſenſe of his per- 
fections ſeated - in the heart, prompts us 10 /pmt 


the praiſes of the Lord, to ſing forth the honour of his 9 


name, nen make his praiſe to be glorious (Pſ. Ixvi. 2.) 


ſaying, with thoſe in the Revelations, xix. 1. Hal- 


lilujah e ſalvation, and glory and honour, and power 
" unto the Lord our God. This the ſcripture calls 
honouring God with our lips; and that God accepts 
it as honour, we read Pf. I. 23. Wheoſo,. ſays Ms 2 
_— me thanks and praiſe he Bonoureth'me... 
- In'4:ed we glorify God, by a life of virtue, by 4 
a courſe of obedience to his Jaws; as we thereby 
_ teſtify our eſteem for his wiſdom and goodneſs in 
ment them, his power in maintaining them, and 
"weep ice in vindicating chem: and, as they are 


dive of ſo much god as they make ur 


lives ſo eaſy here, and puxehaſe ſo much happineſs 15 
for us hereafter, our obedience” te them bannot 
fail of bringing great honour and glory te bim, 
Who was ſo wife as to contrive, and ſo as to 

-ortuin laws, ſo every way conducive to the goed. 
and happineſs of man. The ſame ſof̃t of honour we 


- render to God by every ſingle act of deyetion; for | 


we can perform no ſort of religious 'wortyip:as we 
Sußht, but we muſt have within us an fa ferſe. 
bf God's perfections, and f 


moſt ſolemn ee; ' So | doth devotion ſhiw _ 
forth God's. glory; and therefore tis that''the 
Pfabmiſt calls wot ſhipping the | Lord ihe” the beauty uf 
- holineſs, the Living anto the Lord it he bonour' dur Ae 
be ame, 4 ene 
Wie lar wite honour God in dd when we 0 4 
Joy and FO: "when we Ext end God's u- 
1 G42. 3 F 


ach him with he 


| . petfluous bleffings in relieving the wants of the in- 

1 CPE pare of his family; for tis for the honour of 
|. ;, God that all his creatures ſhould: be as happy as 
the nature of the ſtate. he has placed them in will 
Allow: When therefore we contribute to the hap- 
pineſs of the creature, we contribute to the glory 
ef God; and this may be the reaſon why Solomon 
©  : Tays,'Prov. xiv. 31. that, he that opprefſeth the poor 
Feoeproacheth his Maker; and that, he that honoureth 
' . - htm, hath mercy upen the poor. Thus making God's 
” _ - good things contribute to the happineſs of his 


” - Creatures, Solomon likewiſe calls (Prov. iii. 9.) 
buonauring the Lord with our ſubſtance; 


pere area. great many other ways of honour- 
ing God; but to ſpeak to them all would be loſing 
6. - fight of my principal deſign. I ſhall. therefore 
only obſerve to you, that in all cafes wherein we 
dean honour God, he requires us to honour him; 
And that in every eaſe where we do honour him, we 
do what eis not only our duty, but alſo our intereſt 
to do s I ſhall Thew you, after having obſerved 
f Ah to you that this petition. is placed 5 in order, to 
teach us in what order we are to place our deſires; 
tctqoſhew us that God's glory ſhould have the firſt 
pPlwace in our minds; that we muſt deſire nothing 
| + before the honour and glory of his name, preferring 
that to all our own private wiſhes; as the glory of 
od is hat we and all things were created for by 


dich, toße hath made all things for himſelf.; Belides, 
dhe only return we are capable of making God for 
his many and great mercies towards us, is to ſtud7 
do promote his glory; which therefore ſhould be, 
Land will be, the center! of our wiſhes, if we but 
AAuly conſider that our own. happineſs. greatly de- 
+ CO Fan $4; © BY . n | od” | I 8 'h 

„ as in ſome meaſure made his own glory and our 
| happineſs. inſeparable, che honour we pay to him 
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| this a that in this petition'we et e 
pray for the increaſe of it, and not that God has 
any view to himſelf in it; for hanour he needeth 
not, is not the better for It; can receive no plea- 


ſure or advantage from it, or if he could, he has g 


millions of creatures, far fitter than we are, to give 
it him. Pis not therefore for his own, but for 
our ſakes that he requires and expects it from us; 
that goodneſs, which can never be praiſed enough, 
moving him! for our advantage to demand it of us; 
which 1 could wiſh in the fulleſt manner to ſhew- 


vou, but it would be too long a taſk in this place 4 


to point out to you all the good effects, all the ad- 


vantages that naturally: ariſe from the different 


ways of honouring G64; I ſhall therefore content 
myſelf: with only 0 chfe ten ay that if end bleſſings 

"oP the. 2 of: honobring God, 
he has promiſed a future reward to thoſe who 
erforta this duty, -decla ating iid boſe that honour 1 
, is {th 

* Theſe conſequences of promotiyg God s honour: 
are confined to ourſelves; but there dre many other 
"alſo, which extend to thoſe abeut us. Lo he, 

you this alſo, in the manner that it deſerbes, Would 
be loſing ſight of tlle main ſubſsct ; and I hall there- 
fore only inſtance, /in-that hohour!we pay to God 
by a ſteady obedience to his Bows, whereby we ac- 
knowledge the authority, Wiſdom, and goodneſs of 
him who made them. Fot as the fruits of obe- 
dience to God's laws ate fo ldvely.in themſelves, 
and ſo beneficial in their conſequences; as vir- 
tue is ſo productive of peace and ſatisfaction, fo 
conducive both ro public and private happineſs; 
is ſo every way delightful '.and beneficial, the 
practice of it cannot but attract the eyes, ang win 
the hearts of many, who ſeeing. the beauty of a 
calm and pious mind, the ſweetneſs of the works 
of juſtice and charity, the zoy, the health and vi- 


Þ 0 flowing from temperance and chaſtity, Bk 19 
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eme in Sy with: virtue, and drecexcited; to join f 


eee 


. mour be ekalted, and our and their happineſs be 


encreaſed by: the natural conſequences of the addi- 


tional virtues that will be ptactiſed. For if reli- 
gion. and virtus be more generally practiſed, we 
Mall receive a farther addition to our happineſs; by 
2 participation of thoſe bleſſings which the more 
Seneral practice of it muſt produce Which addi- 
tion you may be ſenſible will not bei ſmall, if yo 
conſider what mighty effects virtue and vice have 
upon ſociety; that almoſt all the miſeries we meet 
with in this worldh are the effects of vice, and the 
chief of its comforts the fruit of virtue. Nay, our 
happineſs Will receive andther, and a ſtill greater 
addition, from the!xnpreafe; of bur reward; for as 
men will be:;pyriiſhedg forthe vices they ſeduce 
others ta commit q willuthey' be rewarded for the 
goodneſs. ang pi wt have induced others to 
practiſe; 3) tuf ning many te rielteouſneſs. they will 
be\ entitled; to hae ry; and ſpall ſhine as the $ 
brightneſs 20 i garnet, and 40 tbe Jar? for at £ 
auc ever. | A xd, Ron ot bigt ys 3 SHE 
This alofpimay:be ſufficient: te beg vga, that 
b tis for of awn; dyantage: to Honour God. And 
we may from OT the height and depth of the 
riches of the gaodnefs ef GSO, Tho has made what 
is ſo much our. duty o much our intereſt alſo, 


| 1 that we: cannot.erform that duty which Is ſo ſtrict- 


y God's due, Withbur being abundantly rewarded 
| 27 it; Oh tafle and ſes e the Lor d 1 155 how , 
bountifal i in his dealings towards us! f 
As God then is id good to us, let us 4 55 
in our. body and out r-ſpirit, which are his; let us en- 
; deavaur as far ag we are able, that the whole earth 
may be filled with his glory, that all the nations of jt 
may give unto lan alt honour NC unto 3 5 name. Do 


99 | 
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—$Praiſe;; glory, and honour to the Led ur 


God; thou art good and gracious, O Lord, therer 


ce fore let the people praiſe thee, 2 let all the peopl 


41 praiſe the. Grant us, O Lord , Stace to;with, 


and power to promote thyiglory in all thingy; to 
employ all our powers, both ofa and mind, ia 
cc thy ſervice, and to thy honour; and as tis 
e mueh for the advantage of thy creatures, that 


te thou ſhouldft be praiſed, worſhipped, and glori- 


be fied, may we, the ſons of an heavenly Father, 
15 truly ſerve thee in holineſs and pureneſs of liv- 


<« ing; to the honour and glory of thy name, througn 75 1 5 
, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom with theęe ang 


 $% che Holy Ghoſt be all er ned d glory Mas 
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T H E. foregoing petition thewed. us, SY 8888 
1 ought to be the firſt of all our wiſhes; and 
we in this pray for the manifeſtation, of it. God's 
glory is the end we are to have in view; and the 


means whereby we wiſh it may be advanced, i is - | 


the coming of his kingdom. And indeed Chriſt” 
kingdom does in the moſt ample manner ſet. fortl 
the glory of God; God therein appears in all s 
glory; nothing ever ſhewed his. goodneſs,... Te 
wiſdom, and his power, in. ſuch plorious,. ſuch 


_ ſtrong and beautiful colqurs, as the. kingdom „ 


Wipe N 
As then God's glory | ſhould ba the firſt of Fly our 
Pers ary and Chriſt's 3 beſt ſhews it, and 


moſt advances it, we muſt, as by our Sayiour: here - 


inſtructed, ſeel firſi the ling dom of Ged and bis right 
, 12 5 not 2172 then e OE ot er uh . 
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| malt ie what we profeſs. Anuthis; petitions | ; 
which may be thus paraphraſe: i) og nyt 4, 
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_ abillbeaddetunto.us; We are not to all foranytliing; 
not for 2 Forgiveneſs © w our fins, or our daily bread, 
neither for pardon nor ſupport, till we have prayed, 
und ſaid For the glory of Ts ans] 0 Deny 
. tingdom come. 
Do make my wxbldaation of:this petition cent 
1 nd Well as uſeful, I ſhall ſhew you what is here 
meant by bingitom, what by i its e and what by 
Praying for its coming. > 494-9? 
- Beſides that univerſal: ie of God Py Ki 
| of all the earth, extending to all the actions an 
all the events of all his creatures; we find in 2 
ture mention made of God's kingdom in two other 
Views, one with relation to this Jife, the other to 
© the next; the one called the #ingdom of grace, and 
the other of glory; the one the d e 118. "on | 
ſummation of the other | 
The firſt, called the Ling tie of of grade ** 4400 
the kingdom of of our Lord Je 7 afoſe from Chriſt's 
having nas he Fu to himſelf a peculiar people; for 
Be, whole world were * Kr fubjects of an 
furper, the Prince F the power of the air, the ſpirit 
752 worketh in the children of if eimer. Tits his | 
kingdom, in the figurative phraſe of ſcripture, is 
Fal led a Kingdom of darkneſs, of fin, and death; we 
walked in darkneſs, darkneſs led us into fin, and 
in unto death, for iin reigned unto death. Rom. v. 271. 
But when Chri came into the world; when the Sun 
F righteouſurſs aroſe, that darkneſs which over- 
| 1 read the world was diſpelled; the light ſhined in 
Aurineſt, and we were brought from ors þ to light, 
| "and from the power of ſatan unto. God. | 
| - And as Chrift, at his coming, brought light to 
| + illuminate our minds, ſo did he riphteouſneſs to 
rectify our will: he did all that could be done to 
| - away fin, to reſcue us from the love and from _ 
or len of it, and thereby N the n 
MI kingdom of fin. COPIES IAEA "Up LET AY . 
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And having by instruction removed our ignd- 


rance; by light deſtroyed the kingdom of darkneſs, 


and by righteouſneſs the kingdom of fin, he brought 
life alſo, and conquered: the powers of death; be 

entered the chambers. of death, and ſubdued the 

king of terrors; he took away the ſting of death, 


and has aſſured us of a final victory over it by a 


in uictory. 1 Cor. xv. 54. 


bleſſed reſurrection. Thus is death ſwallowed: up 1 85 


Thus Chriſt, who came to defroy the works of the dew. — 
vil, 1 John iii. 8. has made the kingdom of darkneſs, 


fin, and death, a kingdom of life, and light, and righ- 


teouſneſs. And this kingdom he conquered to him- 


elf by his example and his precepts, his death and 


reſurrection; all which are ſet before us in his goſ- 


pel, which is therefore called the geſpel of the king 


dom, (Matt. xxiv. 14) and in which we are taught 
the laws of this kingdom, which are no other than 


the law of God vindicated from the falſe gloſſes of 


corrupt mankind; and which though pure and per- 
fett; is yet accompanied by the promiſe of grace to 
aſſiſt us, and the merits of Chriſt to cover dur de- 
fects in the performance of it. For though Chriſt 


has thus conquered to himſelf a people, yet ill 


they are beſet with enemies, ho are always watch - 
ing to reduce them to their former bondage; there- 


fore Chriſt as their King too watches over them by 


his Spirit, and gives them freſh ſupplies of grace to | 


-ayert or conquer the temptations of thoſe eneci ies, 


and enable them ſtill to continue his faithful ſub- 
Jes and ſervants, withal mann, e 07 pel 


of his kingdom to be preached throughoutall the 
world, whereby the &ingdom of God is come nigb unto 
. us\all, Luke x. 91« ky 

188 By this kingdom then is 
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over the facs of the whole earth; and though tis 


1 
+54 


' | U 


e 
| 


3 
4 : N 


13 meant, the holy eatholie 
church, all Chriſtian people Whereſoever diſperſed 1 


5 3 


called by different; names, it is only to +4 9 
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ach ſhall be no. more, and rhe: | 
: N ae of grace ſhall become partakers of thoſe 
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15 * 4 to us in different lichts. When tis 
called the kingdom grace, tis to point out to us 
the affiſtance which all its ſubjects are taught to 


expect: when the 4inguim Goa, tis to ſet 
forth thoſe more perfect degrèes of obedience to 


God's will, which the goſpe pel requires of us: when 


the kingdom of Chriſt, tis only to point out to us 


its ruler and founder: and when the kingdom of 


heaven, tis to teach us, that all the worthy ſubjects 
-of it hall be carried thither. Which leads me to 
ſhew you what is meant by 4ingdom, when it relates 


10 ee life, and is called the f ingdR¾ͥ f glory. 


The kingdom of goods. depended: upon Chriſt's 


. e e the kingd om of glory depends upon 
his fecond, + oe of t it en ofthis: a- 
- $cous judgment, —— 055 all the faithful ſubyects o of his 


kingdom ſhall be delivered from - all their enemies, 


_ und from the loft tnemy thut hall be deſtroyed, Death: 


when Chriſt, having accompliſhed the number of 


his elect, mall g ive them en e e 
Pari fur 


$ pF F of hiokinge 


ae. of the 


"which. are at God's right hand, inheriting, as the 
ae ee Father, the tingdom prepared foros 


5 93 the beginning of t ht world. 

Leet us now enquire-what'is meant by:the coming 
1 ff theſeckingdoms of grace and of N ß. 

Pixſt of grace. Pray ing that this his kingdom 


may come, implies: ee in ſome ſenſe, tis not 


Aas yet come, at leaſt not to that ſtate of perfection 
which is to be expected, and ought to be deſired. 
Proc it is, the kingdom of God is cnme unte us, but 
bthen tis not in its perfection, tis not arrived 20 
chat tent which the gocdnefs of God deſigned, 


nor to that de gree 0 Per ien eee, pe 
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his Son require; we, therefore, in praying for 
God's kingdom, pray that he would ſpread the goſ- 


pel of the kingdom over the face of the whole 


earth; and that all mankind, with pure hearts and 
minds, may ſerve him the only God; for we are 
taught that he deſigns the one, and expects this 


As to the extent of Chriſt's kingdom, the ſerip- 
ture tells us, that the go/þe/ of the kingdom ſhall be 
preached to all the world. Matt xxiv. I4 : — that 
Chriſt ball reign from the one ſea to the ather. Zech. ix. 
10. and even unto the ends of the earih . that all king 

ſhall fall down before him, all nations ſhall do bim fer- 
vice : that his Father will giue him the heathen. for © 


his inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth fo, 


his-\ poſſeſſion, PL. ii. Thus: hath God promiſed = 
that Chriſt's ſhall be an univerſal kingdom; which 


in times paſt it never was, and at preſent is far 


from being. The goſpel has been received by few, 
in compariſon of the great number who either have 
never heard it, or when heard; have rejected it. 
Conſider the vaſt extent of the Indian, Tartarian, 
and Turkiſh world, where nought but idols and 1 
impoſtors reign; and how ſmall, when compared 
with that, is the tract that includés all the profeſs 
ſors of the Chriſtian faith. Tis true, in ſome f 
thoſe parts Chriſt's church has been eſtabliſhed för 


a time, and then, for ſome unknown reaſon of Pro- 


many parts of the world which never have once 
heard the glad tidings of 'the goſpel. Has then God: 


promiſed to his Soh an univerſal kingdom? Ane 
ſhall we believe it will remain in its preſent confſi- 
ned and narrow ſtate? Is God unable to perform 4 
- what he has promiſed, or ſo deluſiveras not to de | 
it! Can we imagine the world will always conti- 
nue in its preſent corrupt and rebellicus ſtate; that if 
the ſcene of things ſnall be cloſed without any more 
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vidence, has been again diſſol ved; but there are 
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or greater fruits of Chriſt's redemption; without 

any larger extent of his kingdom ! No, the encreaſe 
of Chriſt's kingdom is the expreſs declaration of 
| ſcripture, and God has aſſured us that he will again 
call his once peculiar people the children of Iſrael. 


- 


Hoſ. iii. 4, 5. 1/ras,: ſays the prophet, Hall abide” 
many days without a king, and without a prince, and 
_. without a ſacrifice, and toithout an image, and without. 
2 ephbod, and without | a teraphim; but that, they 
. ſhall return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David 
thair King, and ſhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs in 
lh latter days. St. Paul alſo, (Rom. xi. 25, 26.) 
tells the Romans, that be old not have them igno- 
rant of this niyſtery, that blindneſs in paX is happened 
10 . until the fulneſs of the Gentilel be come in, 
and then all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved: as. it is written, 
. There ſhall come out of. Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall 
turn away ungodlineſs from Fac. 
Iheſe, and many other parts of ſcripture, declare 
the converſion of the Jews; which to be ſure has 
not as yet happened; for, except a few that embraced 
Chriſtianity about our Saviour's time, almoſt all 
the diſciples of Chriſt have been converted from 
the Heathen. world; and there never were ſo many 
of the Jewiſh nation who profeſſed Chriſtianity at 
the ſame time, as to give us the leaſt reaſon to ima- 
gige that theſe prophecies relating to their converf- 
ion have been as yet fulfilled; They have hither= 
to, by a wonderful Providence, been oppreſſed and 
preſerved ; and though diſperſed among all the na- 
tions of the earth, having no where a country or 
krulers of their own, have never either fully mixed 
with any people, nor been deſtroyed by them; they 
have always retained their name, their faith, + 
their language, even amidft thoſe nations who have 
changed their own; and to this day they remain a 
| vilible mark of God's juſtice, and a ſtanding proof 
of the truth of that religion they are hereafter 85 
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Chriſt cannot be faid to'be come... 
2. And as Chriſt's kingdom of grace is not arrived _ 
«a that extent which the goodneſs of God deſigns, 
ſo neither is it to that purity which the precepts of 
it require. However pure the practice of Ohfiſtij. 
nity might be among the firſt diſciples of Chriſt, ʒt 
reſent” they are much corrupted; and bring forth } 
few of thoſe fruits which ſhould ſhew them to be 
his diſciples: they profeſs indeed to be members of 
Chriſt, and children of God; but their general 
behaviour is but little conſiſtent with ſuch profef- 
ſion, Some, inſtead of ſubmitting entirely to God's 
will, and fixing their affections upon the good 
things that he has promiſed them, are anxious about 
this world, even to a total neglect of whatſoever 
relates to the other and the ſervice that is due to 
Son! is paid to mammon. Others, inſtead of love, 
that diſtinguiſhing badge of their profeſſion," give 
. themſelves up to revenge and bitterneſs; and in- 
eee of that purity of heart which the goſpel re- 
quires, encourage ſuch affections as are à ſcan- 
dal to it: ſome are ſuperſtitious without charity, i 
ſpe hes 'zealous without knowledge; ſome pretend 
to faith without works, others to the form without 
the power of godlineſs; and ſome there are who in 
all by peas behave as thoſe might be ſuppoſed to do, 


who are quite ſtrangers both to _ laws 8. mdb- i 
"rene the goſpel”: 7 107 405d 3G 2a ft 


of the goſpel, falls ſhort of that extent which Gd 
— and of that purity which he requires, itt 
cannot be ſaid to be come; and therefore tis, that 
all its members pray that it may come, vir. to the 1 
"extent deſigned, and the purity required. 
When therefore we pray that God's kingdom 
may" come, we pray that he would sſtäbliſh ms 
throne, and rule for ever in our hearts, and, 
= * - $4968 115 b - WR wenn Somerton the 5 
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hearts of all 
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eople, that all the kingdoms of the 


1 kingdom of God and of Chxiſt; 
chat he would be: pleaſed. to convert all Jews, 
Turks, and Tnfidels, and ſo bring them home to 
His lock, that they may be one fold under one 
i. gend dees Chor Tork, hacia men max 
l believe in the name of our Lord: Jeſus, Chriſt, and 
that A das dane his name, may depart from ini- 
_ quit, leading lives anſwetable to their profeſſion, 
walking as becomes the ſubjects of the Prince of 
purity and truth; and that having, by the converſion 
of the world, accompliſhed the number of his elect, 
be would haſten his Kingdom of glory. For that we 
alſo here pray may come); for as the preſent is a 
| tate of trial and affliction, we deſire to be with 
Cbriſi, whith is far better, and therefore pray that, 
Having accompliſhed the number of his eleFt,: he would 
baten his kingdom, and put us into the poſſeſſion of 
the joys that are prepared for thoſe : who loue his 
apptur unge. In the kingdom of grace we ſerve, in 
the Kingdem of glory we ſhall reign: here we are 
afflicted, full of fears and cares, vexed for our own 
ſins and thoſe of others ; we therefore pray that 
Chriſt's kingdom, in its due time, may come, 
where all our fears, and cares, and troubles ſhall be 
nino more, ſhall be exchanged for endleſs glory and 
bdaoundleſs felicity. Obſtinate ſinners indeed ſhould 
- Not dare to pray for it, becauſe it muſt: be to their 
; own confuſion ; but good men may join their bre- 
(tren at the altar, and ſay, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
”. quickly; becauſe the ſooner he. cometh, the ſooner 
will all their deſires be ſatisfied. But then, when they 
. confider how dreadful the vengeance will be, which 
will then overtake the finner, out of pity. to them 
ho have no pity for themſelves, they pray, that 
before Chriſt's kingdom comes, thoſe, fſinners may 
ebe converted; and as tis more for the glory of 
Bod and the good of man, that all ſingers ſhquld 
de converted, how much ſoever it may be to their 
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dom / glory did de aekerre tilt of kingdom off || 
. that rſt come into the hearts of allwho'wall Þ 
| Receive | it. 45, — 2 


Upon the whole, when we pray that God's kin « 
dom may come we pray for the enereaſe and purity | 
of his'chureh'up6n/tarth} ahd the final'confumimas 
tion of it” in heaven; and the ſo praying lays oy 
under obligations both with ao _ 
of grace ae ef ploty: of 5 mo anaH to 
Firſt of glory : for as it is a kingdom, wait „ 
 kubjeQs of it,” are bound ts'promotethe good and. 
gloty*of it. If we' fdefire that Chriftthoul®ruleir IF 
aur hearts by grace; we ein, ber ready and will- 
ling to receive fim: If we pray for theiheteaſe ind 
püfity of his' kingdom; ſſiould not our actions and 
du pray A hens -ſhould:notour withegaridiendea® 
vöbfs keep pace together? Pis plain our deſires 
are not deere ir we do not contridiite to'the'ſyc= 7 
ceſs of them: nay; our prayers for this kingdom }F 
1 be worſe tha in vain; unlels'we behave as 
good 'Fubj 4a ourſelves; and\encourage” others aſt | 
80 d0 wo unleſs; to the utmoſt of our power, iws 
pteſerve that purity of Beaft and life, which the 
w$' of it req rey end endeayour that others: alſo 
m do- the 2 As to ourſelves; the lightof the 
golpel, and the aſſiſtance of God's Holy irlt' put 
it ſufficiently in our power to become true ſubjects 
of this king om; and to make others becoge der 5 
too, is perhaps more in our pdwer than we moſt of us 
e Some, by their authority, may keep many 
within the bounds of virtue; otbers may, x licks. 3 
| capacity, repreſent virtue in ſuch beautiful his, 5 
as to bring many to the love and practice of it: 
ſome, by their ſubſtance, may procure inſtruction 
for thoſe who might not otherwiſe be able<ts fre 
the excelleney of their duty, or the neceſity of 
Peffer ning it ; and ekample, every one knobs, is 
Wonderful influence; and all of Thereby! 
— e and 2 thy piacics us and 
: 211 17 i & 92 Wards a 2 dane ger | 
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= Hort; for if we do not live ſoberly, righteoufly,, and 
KW godly. this preſent world, it would be better for us 
i that there were no other: not to fulfil the ends of 
Chriſt's firſt; coming, is treaſuring up for ourſelyes 
vengeance at his ſecond; how abſurd therefore is it 
fot wilſul ſinners to pray for that which muſt. be to 
heir everlaſting. confuſion ! Thoſe hg are un- 
worthy of the day of grace, ſhould not preſume to 
pray for the day of glory, as it will be to them an 
evil day, a day of vengeance, and of laſting tor- 
ment; Moe unto vou, Tays the prophet Amos, that. 
aeſire the day of the Lard: (v. 18.) te bat end.is 
1 at. for ou, the day of the Lord is darkneſs and not 
ll - Ught—even very dark," and no brightneſs in it, We 
mould then, ſo long as we are carnal men, tremble 
gat the remembrance of that day, and with horror 
veflect upon the danger of praying, that God's 
=; kingdom may come. . VV ett 
And yet this is not a ſufficient reaſon why we. 
OED Mould not uſe the Lord's prayer, for We are poſi 
_ _ tively,.cnjoinedto-uſe; it and tis for our intereſt, 
| that we are ſo: and as the obſtacles to a right gud 
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3 it are laid. by FN} M 0 concerns us, by a 


feed dy r repelitance, to romeo chem. Po refuſe to 
ule it, is in effect to renounce Chfiſtianity, to give 


up all our pretenſions to beavem and to ro. ur“ 


ſelves into that ver y fkate, the dread of which makes 


us refuſe to uſe it: to uſe it unworthily, and to be 


unworthy to uſe it, are much the ſume; both ways 
we ſhall miſcarry; and therefore nothing remains 
7 for the ſinner” but, by a ſpeedy, repentanc e, ſo'to. 
tepare himſelf as to make it his intereſt, as well 
as his deſire, that God's Kingdom, in its due time) 
may come. And when we pray that'it ne Ke Th 


our delires ſhould be fuch as here follow: 


20 Eſtabliſh thy throne, O God, and, rule for ; 
ever in our hearts, and by the power df thy grace 
„ ſubdiie every enemy that would not that ou 4 


«<HhowldR" reign over us ; deſtroy the kin 
e Darkneſs; FR been? org of Antichriſt; 
« gl nations thy" obedierit 'ſubjeRs:;:bring a 


„ the Jews to thy fold, and let the fulnefs abe „ 
«© Gentiles come; and having brought us all intovd 
$6'the way of righteouſneſs, chen let thy kingdom 
«of glory cenie. Let thy name be ballowedz and 
66: thy will Be done in earth: as it is in heaven; ſo 
2 ſhall we be mert partakersof . 5 


ec thou haſt purchaſed for us from tis! e 


* rn world. Amen T? e 
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it not only carries its own weight with it, dut 44 23 


ceives light and ſtrength from thoſe that precede id. 2 
: Acknowledging God to be o Farber, and prayi 3 i 


for the glory bf _ W and the Ar 


473 OY ; PH 5. SOS 1D: 8 5 15 IK N e j 


415 * * 


" FA * 
- "4 


" q 
* * 


1 noc otherwife æan we 
bis ingdem, both, ab 1 have befi 
ing in the conformity of our lives to the divine 
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5 "= only, ſay. they, by fuch 'obedience can God's 
"x For the compariſon. here made between that of hea- 


| 5 in the othet: for the only way we can reſemble 
_ the inhabitants of heaven is by an active obedience; 


ER 245. 0114004 * WY #4 . 55 1 
dam ſhaw. . obedience to 
of ſhewing our duty 


is gary, or our deſtre 


rify his name, or ſubmit to 


ſhewn, Con ſiſt⸗ 


Will. Therefore, that God's name may be hal- 
lowed, and bis kingdom come, bis mak OM: 5 de 
done in earth as it is in bea yen. | 
It is therefore neceſſary to know what. is here 
meant by God's wil; which, according to the 
goderilicy of writers, bas here two ſenſes: one with 


relation to God's providence, and the other to his 


laws; one with relation to what God may do to 


us, and: the other to what he requires of us 1 14 
laws demanding our; active, and his providence our 


paſſive obedience :' and indeed we do conform. to 


God's will, both by ſubmiſfion and obedience. 
M hen we pray that God's will may be done, with 
relation to his providence, we pray, that what 
comes from God we may receive with a perfect re- 

ſignation to his will; when with relation to his 
- Jaws, that whatever \ 
- his commands. 


e do, may bei in ence: to 
1 ct gh * "2 
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T de firſt of theſe two meanings, vix. paſſiye — 


dience to God's providence, is by many ſuppoſed 


not to be here intended, and they confine. the ſenſe 
of the petition to an 5 Eon obedience to his Jaws ; 


kingdom come; nor is there any other foundation 


ven and earth, the doing God's will in the one as 


_ Inbein abſurd. to ſuppoſe that ſubmiſſion, patience, 
nation, can make any reſemblance betwixt 
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_ * poſed to include ſubmiſſion to what he does; as'well ' i 
as obedience. to what he commands; though, as these 
laſt is generally ſuppoſed to be here intended, 1 mall 
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. confine myſelf to that, viz. obedience to God's 
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The will of God 


ne Will OL Go ſhould be the meafure and 
guide of ours ;, and his his will he has diſcovered - | 
to us by reaſon, by conſcience, and by the laws || 
written in our hearts; but as theſe do not, and | 
_ «cannot perform this office perfectly, God of his 
goodneſs has alſo given us a Written law, ſetting 
forth the acceptable and perfect will of GO d. 
-. Reaſon, though by ſome ſuppoſed to be intend d 
to anſwer the ſame purpoſe as revelation, yet never 
| has, nor ever could have, anſwered” that purpoſe | | 
fully: revelation lays us under many obligations 
| Which reaſon would never have diſcovered ; reaſon 
only forbids impure and diſhoneſt an, revelation ' i 
.eojoins inward purity of thought and heart + reafon- | 
| Fequires juſtice, affiltance and relief of the diftrefſ= | 
ed and oppreſſed; to theſe reyelation has added uni» 
x yerſal mM and Kindneſs: reaſon, we do not find, 
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1 ever dif SO the: retumnif like. for like ; Ale 
1 tion aaa us to do vil for evil like, revels- enz 
. joins. only temperance, Ruch as the ee 
of health requires; ut revelation enjoins us 
8 to mortify our evil and corrupt affectiens, and 
” to take 7 gur crols. and follow Chrift. Reaſon - 
_— revelation then, though they both ſhew us 
God S will, yet 51 on Joes n 55 o it in fo erten-⸗ 
F oye 2 0 nner 5 th oth er; and whoever would do 
» the wh 5 bs ; "God od) eaſt cake ee as hig 5 
* The prey 0 Ges che then means his laws, however : 
. mae known to us: but fully to underſfand this 
| petition, we ſhould alſo know he his will'is done 


I 1 heaven, And tis but conſidering the powers ang ; 


"ca AcItES. of the inhabitants of heaven, and we 
. ly judge in ye manner they rhere obe 
| bill ih 
bs Angels, we are told, have large and exalted cas 
= pacities ; z they have no groſs bodies to.clog and load 
= thoſe faculties, no Juſts to darken, their underſtand- ; 
- ings or pervert their wills; no indiſpoſitions, = F 
Wes 80 the 17 of crazy apd ſickly vehicles, 
Hut are 19 72 ſh and lively ; ; they have no ne- ; 
ellitics to * fn or Provide for, no avocations'to 
Fer TAs the m 3: -p@11 Company to debauch ther, —_— 
or devil tq tempt or 75 8855 them. Now ſuch be- 
my few Do s, ſexye Godin a conſtant, perfect, 
: "1 nd read V mannex. "Firflt i in A ready man- 
I re reſented” as haying wings, in order 
1 17 us that ey ever delay their ol obt edience, but 3 


1 ys, upop. the wing, ee id 


224 
F 


OI 
— ————_— 


— . , IT OTIS. . ==. 
— — — — 13 o £ F * whe x 


20 —, 


P20 E354 5 1992 


=p 


— 


8 


= 2 Bikes 6 any Iopger t; than they 9 ; fd (Ga 2 
. Iſo t rve rod willingly and ch erfully Fer. 
1 486 1 90 REN PE Eh them To — 6 5 


144 


" ;- et 5 the face f uf, heavenly Father, as conti. 
_ 1 15 to, AT; ind” execlite, the Ute Lon 5 
FEY » Wo 


neo e 8 FN 1 e fa . 


. 
T7 * 
* Wy * 


cheerful obedience to God's will. 3 3 


Their obedience is not only Cheerful as to th : N 
manner, but alſo uniyerſal as to the extent of it 3 


they pay not only a ready, but alſo a thorough com- 


pliance with the Whole will of God: having no 


paſſions nor intereſts to diſpoſe them to one duty 


more than another, having no want of abilities t“ 
make them, whilſt applying to one duty, inad ver- 
tently neglect the reff, the ſame principle that 
makes them ready and "cheerful, makes them alſo. 


uniform and perfect in their obedience. 5 
And this their ready, cheerful, and perfect aber. - 
dience, is alſo conſtant; the beauties and excel-. 
lencies of the Divine Nature, which they = 
contemplate, being always the ſame, they furni 
them with the ſame motives,'and produce the fame 
1 uninterrupted courſe of obedience; 
having a conſtant influence upon their minds, — 4 
a a conſtant regularity in their wills, they ſergge God: 
(Rev. vii. 15.) day and night, being never weary:of 
E. N any more than of their happl= 
neſs, 5 
Such, we may fairly conclude, ; is the. obedience. 


paid} to God's will in heaven, and ſuch tis we are I 1 


| here taught to aſpire after upon earth. We ptay; 
_ that God's will may be done. 1 as tis by 
els, and thereby expreſs our defires, and pro-, 
= our endeayours ſo to do, Heaven is the pat», 
tern ſet us; and tis certain that we are in fome:; 
meaſure obliged to imitate it, or Chriſt would ne- 


ver have taught and commanded us to pray, 1 


30d's will may be done in earth as it is in heaven, It 
is therefore neceſſary to examine in What degree — 
are bound d do God's will, as * tis by ange 7 done | 
3h heaven. 1 
Ang this alſo we Hall diſtover, ” conſidering | 
T8 e 


. 3 


pals pe: wa 4 "a 3 KI 1 1 9 0 view 5 
of the Divine Perfections, they are carried away by 
the ſtrong and active principle of love; and reſoĩce 
at every opportunity of expreſſing that 100% ** * = 
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15 whereof w we are f *P examining the powers 
we are endued with, the weaknellſes v e labour un- 
det, and the temptations we are 0 8 
Angels are incorporeal, active fp irits; but our 
fouls are inc loſeũ in ſuch materia caſes as Sos 
and weaken their native vigour and activity; The 
= Gorruptible body (Wild? ix. 1 5. . prefſeth, down the 
Ful; and the tarthly tabernacle 'weigheth' dun the 
mi tba e on many "things. © "Phe body is 
doo weak to ob ey the dictates of the ſoul, and yet 
G too ſtrong to be entirely zoverned' by it; Tor there 
is a le in our members (Rom. vii. 23 J wobich war- 
reth' againſt 1 the law of our mgnds, * brings us into 
| ſubjeion to the law of fi 7 and of” courſe,” We are 
7 Hot" capable of payin thi t püre a and ready cel 
dience P God's wan 5 It receives from 
angels. | 6wever, it is {trialy required of us to 
very cautious, as our bodies are ſuch jncumbrances,, 
ngt to make them ſtilft more fo by our own _—_ 
| OE. e 
* we arg nöt Gat fume with a load of 
fleſh, ang e 4 its evil, Logs 4 
but” "it body, that e companion” * of our 
often viſnte by 5 der 5 nd then mu 
the Toul act only juſt as her tick y compabjon' 
Will permit her. How then can we pay the 5 
Tous and uninterrupted 72 — 9 95 * any og wh bs 
Me are hete't taut ht. to imitate 5 is "our. 1 
_ 1 take what care We e car, at our. 
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"hich: we are SY a neceſfity "Th . 7 1 
much of our time will thereby be employed, which 1 
will prevent ſuch an uninterrupted -obedience and 0 "" 
ſeryice'as that of a Kr How can we ſerve G 
day and night, when fo often neceſſarily called off 
to provide for the neceſſities of our nature ? How - 
ever, tis our duty not to be ſo buſy abbut many 
things, as to neglect the one thing nerdful. The'wants 
of nature are not near ſo many as we moſt of us 
make them; and if we abuſe our time either nn 
. providing or: enjoying. ſuperfluities, we can in ne 
ſenſe: be con cred as mln God s. will as it 2 — 
done in heaven... 2 25 1 2 
Laſtly. We Hive ina weld whend Ales 
obj ect is a temptation, and many a fel tow+vrentiite 
Ky is an aſſiſtant to the grand ſeducer of us all, 
whoſe. conſtant employment it is to croſs the de- 
ſigns of God, and deſtroy the harmony and agree- 
ment between heaven and earth, by making us for- 7 'q 
get that obedience to God here, which is uni- 
verſally paid to him there, Tis our duty there= © Þ 
2 to fly: from temptations, and not by indul-⸗ 
a rg ive an additional force and power to them, 
de very far from yielding the regular be 
* of angels, if we give the; leaſt encou- 
ragement to thoſe temptations which are deſigned 
to ſeduce us, and draw-us off from our duty; . 5 
Which, though they ſhould be but very ſeldom 
complied with, will render our other obedience 
5 n worth in the ſight of Gd. 

As our nature and capacities are then 10 air 
ent from, and ſo inferior to, thoſe of angels, is 
impoſſible that our 'obetience can have in it the 
perfection of theirs. But however; according o 
the leaſt that this petition can be ſu ppoſed to mean, 
we are bound, to the utmoſt of our power to ſtrive 

to reſemble the obedience of angels, though we 
cannot equal it. Our obedience upon earth muùſt 
8 or in kind, but 7 in e from * 1 
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Re in an as in 1 . 4 likeiſeſs, 
though not an equality. We muſt, and we are able, 
as well as angels, to ſerve 'God readily, cheerfully, 
and uniformly, though not in the feng „ 
and unleſs we do, our other obedience wi 
no means acceptable to him, who, by 2 
to pray that his will may be done in earth as it is in 
Heaven, ſhews, that heaven is the pattern we, muſt 
——_— though we cannot equal . 
Having ſhewn you What is meant by God's 
| will, how it is done: in heaven, and: how far we.on 
. earth are bound to do it as it is done in heaven, 
vou may from thence. pereeive, that this petition 
Is deſigned to forward our improvement, by ſettir 
us ſo Exalted a pattern; as the higher the mark is 
tdhat we are to aim at, the higher in proportion our 
endeavours ſhould and will riſe to attain it. And 
- for that reaſon we are not only here called upon to 
pay God the obedience of angels, but elſewhere 
„ required to be perfect (Matt. v. 48. Y asour Fa- 
lber in heaven is perfict; for without ſomething to 
0 YA "7h - raiſe our endeavours to the higheſt pitch, they are 
1 KR ' _--apt to fink below their level, and if we were not 
_ enjoined angelic, we ſhould. de . more HUE: to 
» fall ſhort of human obedience. - 7 ff 
This petition then ſhould. animate aid excite \ us 
do do more than commonly is done; ſhould warn 
As not to compare ourſelves with our - equals; the ſo 
doing ey.) a grand hindrance to chriſtian 1 
fection. For common practice is the worſt or | 
= conduc; by comparing our own with that of the 
world, hin has ſo many and ſo great defects i Þ | 
i, we ſhall ſoon learn to overlook our awn, be 
0 magnify our merits, to juſtify our failings, = 
= -« think ourſelyes very forward. in our duty, when 
vue ſee others ſo far behind. Let us not therefore 
. compare our own with common practice, for fear 
RE. ſhould flag in our duty, and for want of proceed · 
ing, fall eats 15 1 race Kune #5 RH) before 1 . 
= PET Ska Fe Ws 1 | . 
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I 
da 5e fo 5 0 1 een 1 
ps aſhamed of out defets; and be excited 112755 1 
from ſtrength to ſtrength; Wolitihually ſp inn 
after 3 5 deg ces of "perfe chien, following 
exahnple of St. Paul, who not" ar en e 
2 13, 14.) . had alrtady' 4 either wer, 


er feet; —but this one thing he 4d, Nee 2 | 


"2 e* 2 7 ich were behind, an reachin ; orth 7 Fn 9 
bh Yo 2 5 which Wee before, be” pre od. di 1 "© 2o0 


the 7775 or the prize of the high Oe LA = | 


us.” 


EY 


Weyer, oe ablitles are i much iafettor 


thoſe of angels, we ſhould not be diffirbed if yp = 


fall ort of the ready and unt 1201 ted Their ence 1 
of heaven: for this oy, A Rate 0 1 bation + 
and we are only in our pro qi thi, 11 180 r 
fecklon which is alone 18 . met with" in Ning "7 
If therefore we ate heartily ſorry for thoſe negled 


and omiffions which the infirmity of our natufe pc. 0 | 
cafions, and do, in any degree, pet t the better of {> 


them, let us not be diſcouraged ; 


nos | 


ol 15 and be <nabled to do. > Mi 157 0 {Hig | 


b * of any 0 gp toſs men Re 505 = 


8 92 are fervaies of God, nd 8 Ft Ls 5 {0 0 a | 
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| ves allo expect to become angels | 


| they? | then, if they defire the happineſs of angel 
th Hold ro . to: ' Unitate them), ft 2 
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. bag the e, * ould 00} enge to pay 
_ theduty and 0] bedience of angels, 1 8 
| 7 Mrorers conſider, that our duty i is 
5 55 ever de ree of obedience is 
allo a degree 'of : 55 ppine or God, in laying 
5 ks the rules.” 8 1078 did no ſo much re- 
hst it was his right to demand, as what it 
48 0 Hur intereſt to do: 1 it was infinite wiſlom, and 
_ Infinite loye, that plabned our rule of duty; and 
our obedience to it is enjoined with no other view 
3 chan to promote our welfare: our duty and our 

- "2h DJ Intereſt.go h hand in hand together, and every act of 
- dbediehce i is both the means and the cauſe of our 
"  Rappinels ;,and had it been left to ourſelves to de- 
| .  rermiſic the method. of. making ourſelves happy, 
we could haye choſe no other . [nſtead of 7 no ather # ; 
1 T'oaght rather fo, Tay. [71 better. Indeed, if we were 
wile, if we were perfect judges. of. happineſs ; in all 
= it views, T then might ſay uc ther ;, but we are 
= not: and were we left to ourſelves, were we al- 
UW lowed to purſue happineſs. under the guidance of 
dur on Wills, we ſhould make ourſelyes wretches: 
for our appetites, when neither governed. nor. re- 
Krained, fre moſt unfaithful counſellors, and for a 
—_ - reſent gratifications,. would, perſuade. us to 
fte den dür hopes of happineſs ; never once warn= 
= ing us that the pleaſures they crave. are but for a 
1 moment, a and leave nothing but ſorro and guilt be- 
bia them. In mort, no greater judgment can be- 
= fal I bf us, than to pe given 74 to dur own will; 
W— mibithing can be more unhappy than man when led 
WW dy his own blind appetites And for this reaſon, 
= thy 12 'of puniſhment, Jod, when Afrael would 
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him, gave them up tb "their own hearts 1. 


{FE Txxxi, 11, 12.) and 4 them Follow their own 
1 14 inations., 25 | 


gr Va for e our advantage to be guid- | 
of God; zaun when we 254 1 27 | 
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may be done in earth as it is in heaven, we fay 
. ourſelves under an additional obligation to do it fo. 
Every time we uſe this petition, we do, as It were, 
renew our covenant of obedience, and pro miſe ge 

do no more what is right in our 'own eyes: it der 
ſolved to fulfil our own. And if, when we pray 
for it, we are not ready and willing, in every re- 
ſpect, to do it, our tongues belie 'our hearts, and 
we offer to God the deteſted ſacrifice of fools. Let 
us then, when we uſe this petition, reſolve to lo 
our part towards the ſucceſs of it, and not promiſe 
daily obedience to God, when our lives are a con- 
tinued rebellion againft hi. 1 


1 


Laſtly. Being commanded to pray that God's 7 

will may be done, does, in ſome ſort, teach us, that 
tis not entirely in our power to do it; that it, in 
ſome meaſure, depends upon him to work in us both | 
to will and to do after his good pleaſure. (Phil. iis 13. 
And indeed tis certain, that the power of pleaſing 
God is from himſelf: there is ſuch a depravity ig 
our nature, 'as makes us at once neither defirous 


i 
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ſſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves, but” our fuf= 


. 1 
Faul. gr 
0 
* 
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þ 
may de ſuppoſed in this petition, to pray that we ä 


| may. be ale its was God's will 135 carety, are 
WE it ag cartieſtly, and perform it as _perfedtly, as the 
== 8 nts of heaven; conſequently this petition 
e 18 paraphraſed.:. « Grant, we. beſeech 
271 ge, O Lord, that we and all mankind may 
« be obedient to thy Will, and, withſtanding our . 
1 1 own. enclipatons. may to thoſe things that thou 
= A 1 9 baye done; and as we thy fervants are 
4 and 'frail, grant us che aſſiſtance of thy 
9 Rey 1 85 to Which we. promiſe to join our 
= © own feat hearty endeavours to do thy will cheer- 
= ihe withqut murmuxing, ſþzedily. without delay, 
= and. * 12455 without interruption; imitating 
| = he 8 d angels in our obedience here, that we 
2 be perfect in the exerciſe thereof, when 
7 e {hall become ORFs 9 s wh, . 
a ee, IT 55 | 
N Ju e n AT 1 105 vi. 11. e ot 
\ een 00 rn b oon DAILY e 1 


1 FRO the” compoſition. of this: prayer, our Saviour 
"= 1 Riſed. the method which in another part of 
1 this 5 he bad directed us to follow ;. at. ye 
1 1 (fays he) the kingdom. of God, and his righteouſ- 

| meſh and then. all theſe things, that is, temporal con- 

- Veniencies, Hall be. added unte von. Matt. vi. 33. 
Thus having here taught us to pray for the ad- 
2 . _  yancement of God's. bonour, the enlargement of bis 
.d the performance of his will, (thereby 
= . Tende ring to him our due tribute of Praiſe) he then 
=. allows and directs, oat o petition for à ſupply of our 
ann wants; relief for our neceffities, fargivencſs for 
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dur ſins, and grace for our infirmities.” And we 
ate to begin, as, bor alſo: prompteth, FUb ies ; 

| | preſervation of our being, by ES: to God 1 

ve us this day our daily bread: For by bread here, | 

of f = in: many other parts of ſeripture, is meant, 
| Whatever. is neceſſary for the ſupport. and comfort 
rs kor as W is. the only de in the 
8 FTF e 
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prayer that relates ftcifly to temporal goods, it 
doubtleſs comprehends all that is necefſary to” make 
 lifeeafy and comfortable to us; and of courſe Bread; 
which is the only thing mentioned, muſt be ſup- 
poſed. to mean food, raiment, &c. in ſhort, all tems } 
poral bleffings, as ſar as we need them, and God — 
ſees fit to grant them. 5 * 


The word bread including all the comforts oh = 
life, might have been underftood-in too extenſive a 
ſenſe, and therefore daily (as I ſhall ſoon ſhew you) \ 
is added, in order to limit it to ſuch only as are 
neceſſary. Tis true, the meaning of the original \ | 
word, Which is in our tranſlation rendered daily, \ 
being a 'word uſed by no other writer but ls 
Evangeliſt, has been much diſputed among 'eri= | 
tics; though methinks the meaning moſt agree= _ 
able to, and moſt conſiſtent with the reſt of the 
petition, is, bread of /ub/;/?ence, or bread nest 1 
is T9 Scar) for the ſupport of our being: a mean | 
ing which the Engliſh word daily does by no means | 
expreſs, ſcarcely conveying any other meanitig than 
what is conyeyed by the words this day, and theres, 
fore only a repetition of the ſame, thing; and tere 
zs ſtill no word to expreſs the meaning of the ori. 
go word, which I would tranſlate zece/ſary; and i 
jk this word does not, I know of no word which, 
__ does come up to the full meaning of the originals WK 
By dal bread then, I ſuppoſe to be meant ſo much © 
proviſton as is neceſſary, and no more; not riches'or, | 
ſuperfluities ; not dainties to pleaſe dur wanton. _ 
appetites, or varieties to humour our ſickly fancies WK 
for ſuch we may live well enough” without, and 
cannot therefore be included in a petition, which I 
aims only at a barely neceſſary, at moſt 4 coms KM 
fortable ſubſiſtence.” * eſides, King Whitows" 8 l 
waſting and abuſing God's creatures, |is'cantrary , 
to the intexeſt as well as the nrofeltion of Chriſta _ 
Chriſt therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to "teach u 1 + 
Pray for ſupplies of fuch wants, as nature does mnbt I 
SES. ooo ule - is © "NS 8 
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8 I { 90 and! realty cannot + ud of. coy "F in. 
os | maintain life comfortably, not pamper it Juxuri- 
*- oully; with Agur, neither for poverty nar riches, but 
ta be fe d with faod convenient far us, profeſſing, that 

| having fd and raimon, we will be deb ar. 
1 By bread. i is; meant the ne pt life ; * 9 
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"8 by 4 ix or 15 bread, ſuch a proportion of them 
r the preſervation and continuation 

194 * our being. And our deſires, thus limited to a 

| mere competency of real neceſſaries, are, by this 
8 still more reſtrained; for by thoſe words, we 
Prafeſs to deſire no more than «fas ſuffice for the 
pron time; no ſtore even of e . „ 


| z is requiſite 


5 n to. our rs ieng nec in F ane 
8 5 -chanters. © to take no thought for the morrow,. but 
hel t the morrow take thought for i the things of 
ee believing that to-day's proviſion. came from 
4 bo Sod, "Har tomorrow's alſowance is in the ſame 
TH 0155 , and. Retr to-morrow comes, he, at. our 

4 , 1s read * to grant it to us; i reſoluing to beg 
r eee $ proviſion when, t6-morrow Gs 
"pd; not anticipate our duty, by begging .to-da 
bi 2 4 2 i I ba _ not want. till to-morrow, and. mu 
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ſent, in appoſition to futurity; not, ſtrictly ſpeak 
ing, to the morrow; for day and morrotu, ate in 
ſeripture uſed in a looſer ſenſe than in common diſ» {| 


courſe, and ſignify not 
but only the two gene 


and future. 
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any exact portion of time, 
ral diviſions of it, preſent, 
„ 2 LI ; 1 Wo "al | AY 1 
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Alfter having ſhewn you what, and how much we 
leſa, atleaſt for ſome readers, to obſerve, chat bßß 


deſiring God to give it us, we do not mean that he 
r and thirſt by food frem 


would ſatisfy our hunge 


= 2 uch miracles as fed the Iſraelites: in te 
J but only that he would give ſucceſs to 


wilderne! 


all endeavours would be 


them; without him t 


would be but loft labour to riſe 


ret, and eat the:bread of 
thought that the word 


fully eur own, as not gotten by any injury or 9 9 


For there are many reaſons why man ſhould be 
kent in employment. : He was origiatly fits 

aud deſigned for it; and even in Paradiſe, | where 
every thing as provided for him, he Was not wit ek 

work, neither ſhould he eat: idlenelſs 


_- how or other, and 
maintenance; zud where 


(which, ſa 


be our, as gotten by our 


ry 
4 
oo. 


. 


forfeits all claim to 2 


abundance is uſed to 


* 


* 
* \ 


it may not be wholly need. | 


the acquiſition of iet fee 


. 


uſeleſs, yu nleſs | he profpers g 5.44 


3) 
(1 


hey would be all in vain, it 


E 
care | neſs. $ 4 3 #0 15 1 
obſerve, that tis by ma 


our joined to daily bread _ 
f 22 would be otherwiſe ſuperfluous} _ 
intended to Mew us chat the proviſion we pray 
for, we muſt. ourſelves endeavour to procure, and 
that to by juſt and honeſt methods; that it may . 


own induſtry; and right- 


: ſupport an idle and uſeleſs _ 
nien though no one's, private: property bo injured, - | 
dit all uſusped, the poilefſor has go good title toie, | 
ans mult hereafter anſwer the uſe of it. 
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Baut farther; that we may call any bread our, it 


'. muſt not only begotten by an induſtrious, or de- 


'- ferved by an uſeful life, but it muſt alſo be procured. 
without any injury or injuſtice to others, or ſtill 
| tis theirs, not ours; po eſſion can give us no title 


cao it; and. the knave that lives by craft, or the thief 


%\ 


but theirs from whom tis taken. 
According to this opinion, viz. that the word 


who ſubſiſts by violence, eats not his own bread, 


our is joined to daily bread, in order to ſhew us that 


induſtry, and honeſt induſtry only, can give us a 


title to it; he that prays to God to give bim hit 
Auaily bread, promiſes diligent endeavours to pro- 


cure, or. ufeful endeayours.to deſerve it; ee ve 


tat otherwiſe he has no right or title to it, and 


ſtands accountable to God for it. He promiſes too, 
that his endeavours ſhall be juſt and honeſt; con- 


| felling that otherwiſe he neither expects nor de- 
ſerves his daily bread; ſenſible that honeſt dili- 


gence is the only thing that can or will be encou- 
raged by Heaven. And indeed, he that ſeeks his 
1 ubſiſtence by any other than honeſt means, he that 


gets his bread. by force or fraud, may be ſaid to | 
receive it from the Devil rather than from God. 


; | 5 Nay, farther, he that Fo to God for his daily 
bread, and yet uſes unjuſt methods to procure it, 
ſhews plainly that he diſtruſts God, and ſuſpects 


that he is either not able, or not willing, to grant 


His requeſts; nay, as it were, endeavours to make 
| a righteous God the abettor of villainy; the accom- 
plice of iniquity; and if we can ſuppoſeſuch a man 
to pray at all, tis little better than praying, that 
* - wickedneſs: may be encouraged by a bleſſing from 
Z4õ»nU /n, d TIT TELLS 

By daily Bread, then, is meant a ſufficiency of 
neecsſſaries. The words this day, confine thoſe ne- 


Sol to give us it, we only defire him to ge fuc- 
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cels go ent oyn honoſ and juf ndeayour: „ 
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Having 


eee this petition; 1 ſhall point 


out to you the uſeful leſſons it teaches us; the du- 5 


ties it inſtructs us in. And they are ſo many, that 
for the ake of order, and to aſſiſt the memory the 


better to. retain them, I ſhall range them under 1 | 


three heads; and ſhew you what we may and ſhould 


learn from praying; 1. me 110 bread ; 2. for this 


day our daily bread; 3. 100 en EVE: us . 
this day our daily 8 Ys 


what the portion of the world is, that we ought to 


= BY Praying for. daily 3 we Ars taught, 14 | 


be ſatisfied and contented with; we pray only forthe 48 
neceſſaries of life, food and raiment; we are "not 


allowed to N for more, but are to be ſatisfed 
with them, and not murmur or complain of P- 
dence-if it allows no more; but _—_ God and rate 
ment, we are therewith to be content. 
enjoyments of life 
the good things 
wud man, and the abundance of them is the blefe 
ſing. Ape But then they are not ſuch bleflings as 
we are allowed to give a looſe to our defires 3 


are not in themſelves criminal 4 


K 
N - 46 Ps 

5 * 1 

is true, the 
1. 10 
1 , 
$1 

4 4 


of this: world were ordained for tube 


God only knows and can adjudge the portion of Xt i 
them that ſuits with each of us; we ſhould there= i 
fore reſt in his diſtribution of them; for to ſome 


they are no bleſſings, but 22mprations and ſnares, 


which draw them into many dali and hurtful H, " i 
which. drawn: them in defirattion' and perditon. 
2. Tim. vi. 9. The neceſſaries of life are more 
than we deſerve; farther no man's defires are al- ũ⁴ 


_ lowed: to carry him: if God indeed thinks fit 0 


truſt us with more, we ought to receive them thank -F 


2 and uſe them e 'q but more we are not 
to a 8 2 | 0 


| [Praying only for BY neceſſary e of God's 15 1 
creatures, is alſo a caution to us in the uſe of them. 
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hints 
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ver apt to do ſo; our common parents, Adam 
"and Noab, miſcarried, the one by eating, and the 


2 


of ee This kind of ſurfeiting and drunken- 
nels, many. who would loath the other are frequent- 
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him; by degrees harden them in fin, ruining their 


it at tha . time 1 it . hots. who bare 25 
70 = to be-contented with what they have. vx 
2. Praying for this day (only) our daily evi Pre 1 
fu dels only of our preſent wants, for the neceſſaries 1 
only of the preſent hour, may and ſhould put us 
_ daily 1 in mind of our mortality; and as it were, train. 
us up in a ſenſe of the ſhortneſs and uncertainty f 
this preſent life. All the comforts of life, if, we. 7} 
follow the ſtrict ſenſe: of the word, are confined - 
within the narrow compaſs of a ſingle day, and we . 
are not ſure we ſhall want them for any longer; no 
man knoweth what ſhall be on the morraw, he muſt | 
wait till it comes before he can tell whether he ſhall 
have any occaſion for the proviſion of it; he may ii 
be then paſt uſing any of the things of this World, 
and conſequently will have no need 55 8 As ͤ 
then we are but creatures of a day, ſhould our. I 
care for life extend farther than lie 1c 2 ? Is not . MW 
one day's proviſion ſufficient for thoſe who have no WK} 
more to depend on? We are indeed apt to pleaſe. We 
ourſelves with the hopes of a longer continuance; 
and to ſay, Soul, take.thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid 
up for many years, when perhaps it will this night ** 
reguired 8 1 3 
To warn us of this ſottiſh ſecurity, « our e — 7 
tells us only of to- day, and requires us to beg day”. 2 
by day our daily bredd; at the ſame time alſo point= _ 
ing out to us our obligation to daily prayer, teach= ſh 
ing us, that God would not have a day paſs over ou. 
heads, without renewing our petitions. to him; in- 
forming us, that the leaſe of the comforts of life il 
laſts but for a day, and on the morrow'muſt be 
again renewed that otherwiſe. we have no claim by 
_ promiſe to protection or ſubſiſtence from God; and iſh 
though he may, and often indeed does, give us what 9 
we want without our aſking, we yet muſt not con- 
_ clude that he will do it, becauſe he has done it, 
and may do it. Daily prayer then is a6 neceſſary: 
bac 0 unte in 3 an Ak. en ten Miet | 
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no ese of ee e bwin for it, 
being every day of our livesy which we paſs over 
without prayer to God, in danger of wanting even 
che neceſfaries of life. We are not allowed to aſk 
8 " 7 bread for the morrow, for this reaſon, that When 
' - to-morrow comes, and brings with it all the needs 
of. the preſent day, we may apply, in the ſame man- 
ner, for the fame ſupply; that ſo our devetion, 
which will preferve-and ſupport us in innocence, 
may every day be employed in pfrocuring daily 
© "bread, which is to preſerve and ſupport our nature. 

We may hence alſo learn, that toe great a fore- 
ght, a too anxious thoughtfulneſs, is ſuperfluous ; 
as we are allowed each day to afk for all we want, 

_ and are aſſured of fuccefs, as praying to'a Father, 
neither limited in his power, nor intonftant in his 
love: and alſo ſinful, as contrary to the intent of 
1 this this rage, and as fuch to the duty of a Chriſtian, 

Po where, as well as here, is enjoined to take 
90 8 for the morrow. Beſides, the deſiring 
A a laſting ſtore, an independent proviſion for a time 
do come, argues Tome degree of ſuſpicion either of 
God's power or love; whoever therefore is anxious 
for that plenty which he does not want, and; with- 

. _out God's content, can neither obtain nor enjoy, 
"makes himſelf a finner in God's fight, and in one 
1 ne retet in his den. 55 
| _ - Anxious ſolicitude for future bleſings, is wal, 
8; being no ways condueive to the procuring of them; 
is ſuperfluous, as wWe do not want them; increaſes 
dur uneaſineſs by imaginary wants, and our guilt 
| by ſuſpecting God's goodneſs. - We ſhould there 


” fore, as this petition plainly teaches us, diſclaim 
| . and reje@ all anxious and Aiftroſiful thoughts of 
Futurity, cafting all our care upon him who has hither- 

| #0": cared fon us; upon him who gave us being, 
"8 hitherto- has, and, ſo long as tis proper. will con- 
tine it. We have no oceaſion to take any thought 
| forthe Ry if we te 1 dale © though I 
1 9 or. 
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for the thipgs of itſelf; its proviſian..is in he. 
TTT 
it, and ſtay for it till to-morrow comes: we yeſter⸗- 
day prayed (or ſhould have prayed) for our daily. 
bread, and we had it; we repeated the ſame pe- 
tition to-day, and it was granted; and if we live till 
to-morrow, let us again repeat it, and doubtleſs that 
God, who is the ſame yeſterday, tor day, and far ever," 
will be as willing and as able to grant it, as he l 
was yelterday, to-day, or any day of our lives, ang 
Will give us that day alſo our daily bread. 
3, By praying that God would giue us this day, 
our daily bread, we are taught to eee ee —— i 
alſo are ſuppoſed to declare, that God is the.author) || 
_ aſk even bread of God, if it were not his to give: 
and flying to him for it, is in fact confefling that 
we cannot be ſupported. by any ather than his .aſ= 
ſiſtance. . And that is no more than we are in duty, 
bound to do, as all we have comes from bim, as: 
well as the power of enjoying it: Tis he that, 
makes the earth fruitful, cauſes the ſun to ſhine, 
and the rain to defcend, that corn and the other 
fruits of the earth may. grow fon the uſe, ef mant. 
'Tis he alſo that gives us the appetite.to take them, 
the palate to reliſh them, and the ſtomach. to digeſt; _ 
them for nouriſhment; and how ſucceſsful, ſoever; I 
our own endeavours may be in the; procuring, or 
how great ſoever the kindneſs of our friends may be 
in furniſhing, us with the good things of this life, 
yet, both the, one and the other are but the methods 
that the God of all things takes for ſupporting us. 
And we profeſs no leſs whenever we pray. to Gad; ( 
to give us this day our daily. bread; diſclaiming al!!! 
confidence in any other means of ſupport, in any: * 
ſtore e may have laid up, in any contrivanee off _ 


auf own, or in any ſuccour our friends may be 
ready, to give us; acknowledging that e depend, 
ſolely upon God, even 1 daily bread, Ancg 
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their 8 | 
ported by à conſtant miracle, were every morni & 
_ obliged to gather the manna which God provided 
for Vea, having no poffibility of any other ſupply. 
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and whether we ad pul be e it or not, we can 
never be ſo well provided for, as not to ſtand in 
need of his yer and affiſtance. The Jews, in 


rough the wilderneſs, were ſup- 


Fhis condition of the Jews in a barren wilderneſs, 
is a true picture of human life; mankind being as 


much dependent upon God for their fupport as = 


were. Even the affiſtance of friends, and the 
fects of our own induſtry, are as much the gifts of 
God, as the miraculous fall of manna; tis on! 


ſupporting us by Oy by unobſerved, inſtead 


0 mir nth miracles. We. could not poſſeſs: any 
8 but by his bounty, nor enjoy any thing but by 
being; of courſe are as much dependent upon 

God for our ſupport as they were: the rich are as 


much ſo as the Fa for be their abundance ever ſo 
| great, without Goc 8 


conſent it cannot avail them; 
they ſtand in as much need of God's blefling to 


bs phothve what they have, as the poor do to get what | 


they have not; for their meat cannot noufiſh-t 


their garments warm them, nor their houſes de- 
fend them, without God's: concurrence. We are 
alt equally the dependents of Providence; and in 
uſing this petition; each of us in particular acknow- | 
. Jedpes himſelf to be fo, and profeſſes that he ” 
—_ hes. to truſt to God for his daily bread. 6 


Tunis petition teaches us with how Hite we 
ought to be content, viz. preſent. -neceffaries; cau- 


tions us, if God gives us more, not to abuſe it; 
hints to us, that ae a little is beſt for us, by 
not allowing us to-aſk any more; points out to us 
me neceffity of daily prayer; and reminds us of the 


e e 5. f, human life: And when * 
ed e as follows : 
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e Blefſed Lord, without thy aſſiſtance we cannat = 
4 moment be ſupported ; we therefore humbly 


4 beg of thee. our daily bread, all that is neceſſary 
«to ſupport life, and make it comfortable to us: 
4 Thoks things hw haſt already prepared and laid 
before us, and tis by our on honeſt and juſt 


4 


e endeavours we are to procure dur portion oc 
„ them; but as all endeavours without thee are 
but vain, give, O Lord, a bleſſing to them, that 
** we may thereby procure wherewith to ſupport 
+. the being which thou haſt given us: Neceſlagies . 
« only we deſire ; more, if thou ſeeſt fit to give, ws i 
- © mal thankfully receive, and hope to thy honour if 
cc uſe it: we are not anxious about the morrow, if {| 


«4 Tuſtained to-day ;. but truſt, that the ſame. good 
«© nefs that hears and feeds us to-day, will hear and 


provide for us to-morrow ; for thy. goodneſs is the: 
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IN the: 
the body z in this for the ſoul: beginniag at the 


loweft, we rife to mere exalted and important blef- 


ſings. After having applied to God for leſſer, we 


ate here encouraged to aſk for thoſe greater things, 


without which the other would be of no ſervice to 
us. For if we ſhould, by God's bounty, receive a 
full ſupply of all our earthly wants, but be allowed 
to look no farther, not to go on and recommend to 


him the neceſſities of our ſouls, our condition would 5 
ſtill be deſperate 3 2 without aſſiſtance from God's 7 


grace, and pardon from his mercy, the food we re- 
ceive from his bounty, ſhould it nouriſh us, would 
only fat us for the ſlaughter. Alas! if left under 
A ſenfe of our ſoul's danger, and in deſpair of any 

help for it, we could neither taſte our food, nor be 


_ nouriſhed by it. Could a criminal, expecting ſoun 
rounds 


ta be dragged away ht Wa 


3 
2 


regoing petition we begged ſupplies for 


wo 


. 
'ed with dainties, receive any pleaſure from them 
No, nor could we, under the dread of God's ven- 
| x have the leaſt enjoyment in any abundance. 
Mercy, therefore, is as neceſſary for us as bread; as 
without the one we could not enjoy the other. 
We cannot indeed live without bread, nor can we 
with bfead live comfortably without hopes of mer- 
cy; or if we could, hereafter we ſhould have reaſon 

to wiſh, we never had had a being. We are therefore 

to pray every day for bread, as we are mortal; an 
for pardon, as we are ſinners, and as ſuch, unfit for 
merey till we have acknowledged bur fins, and 

_ - begged God's forgiveneſs of them. © To remind us, 

therefore, of that guilt which we are too willing to 

forget, our Saviour obliges us to afk for daily par- 
don with our daily bread, joining the two petitions 


$ 23 ; 1 1 —_— ” x ** S 1 


together by the word and; Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us, ce. 
In order to give you the full meaning of this pe- 
tition, it is proper to obſerve, that what are in St. 
Matthew called debts, are in St. Luke called fins ; 
and in the '14th and 1 5th verſes of this chapter 
Where our Saviour is ſhewing us the neceſſity 
of forgiving others, they are called Hale, a8 
they are alſo in that form of prayer which is in 
common ue. The three terms, debts, treſpaſſes, 
and int, are ſynonymous,” or words of the ſame 
meaning, and it cannot at all ſignify which of them 
is uſed; for a treſpaſs is an offence againſt God, by 
doing ſomething he has forbidden; every treſpaſs 
therefore is a /in, for ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the 
law; and every /in is a debt, for as God is our Cre- 
ator, Preſerver, and Governor, we owe him wor- 
mip and obedience, and by not paying him the 
Worſhip and obedience which is his due, we become 
daebtors to him (in which view St. Paul, Gal. v. 
3. tells us we are debtors to the whole law) —- and 
| © when thus become debtors, we muſt either make 
| FdatisfaQtion,. or ſuffer the puniſhment due for not 
_ BF % 262 ed | making 


* 


I 


N 1 r 


e , e 
aſking! i. it; puniſhment of courſe mult be iy pors 
tion, for reparation or fatisfaction it is impoffble 
for us to make. All that we can poſſibly do, is but 
_ our fri and bounden duty; and meſhes after 
moles once offended God by our diſobedience, we 
ſhould: ſpend all the remainder of our lives without 
onee fwerving from our 55 that would be no 
manner of ſatisfaction for what we before had 
done: we ſhould not indeed increaſe our debt; but 
the not contracting a new debt cannot be looked 
upon as paying an old one, any more than a man 
can be conſidered as having paid what he borrowed, 
merely by his forbearing to | 
the utmoſt within our power is not to encreaſe our 
old debt, being utterly unable to make any ſatisſar- 


o more. As then 


tion for it, we muſt, without God's mercy, fuffer 


the due puniſhment ; and therefore our Saviour has 
enjoined us to make it our daily employment to 
pray unte God, that, of his mercy, he would fs al 
us dur debt. SP 
And the forgiveneſs which we bete are taught to 


vind for, we ſhalt obtain thro” the merits-of Jefu 5 „ | | 


Chriſt, if our prayers for it are eee Win 
the requiſite” conditions of faith and tepentance. 
For the debt of fin, which it was impoſſible for us 


to pay, Chrift has taken upon himſelf, and we ſhall 


thereby be excuſed, upon. condition "that we n= 
neſtly pray for or es truſt in his merits, ang 
bewail our own guilt, it being inconſiſtent wit the 1 


perfections of God to forgiye aſt ith tent and 
unbelieving ſinner,” - REY TY 


No the pardon we here aſt; 00 thro” the me⸗ I i 


rits of Chriſt may expect, includes not only the 


W of puniſhment, but alſo the addition of „ | 
reward: we deſire in it not only forgiveneſs, but. _ | 
reconciliation ;- not only not to be puniſhed, 57 Tr 


alſo to be treated as thous | had not tranſgreſlet. 


And even in this big 0 wy pray y, believe; and re- A 


| 72 3 1 | provided | 


| provided. alfo that we forgive our debtors; for our 
prayer for forgiveneſs will be accepted only open 


1%) 


condition that we Forgive our debtors. 0 

By debtors we ate bere to underſtand, not, in the 
1 meaning of the word, thoſe vnly who. owe 
us. money, but. thoſe alſo. who have any way in- 
jured us either in word or deed; for there is a duty 


we owe to one another as well as to God, and 


when we omit it, or act contrary to it, we are not 


only debtors to God, but alſo to man. To God 
we owe worſhip and obedience; to man juſtice. and 


charity: by withdrawing either the worſhip or 


obedience due to God, we become his ,debtors 3 


And by withholding: either love or juſtice from 


man, we take from him his due, and becoming 


debtors to him as well as to God, are bound to re- 


pair the injury, or ſuffer what puniſhment it de- 


ſerves, unleſs the injured. perſon forgives the debt, 


: 


which by the way he is bound to do; and if he 
does not, God, who is more injured than himſelf, 
may forgive it in his ſtead, and he is not to exp pet 
_ that, forgiveneſs . from God which he. reſuſeth. to 


US. brother... UN 


Me are moſt of u is 188 enough How: —— 1 
we all ſtand in 8 of forgiveneſs from-God, and. 


1 ba ready enough, at times, to implore it of him; 


ut we do not ufficiently attend to that condition, 
upon which alone we are to expect it. Nay, by 


the behaviour of many of us, one would imagine 
80 that they thought the forgiveneſs of others was no 


way neceffary to their own, and that, among their 


other ſins, their hatred and malice would be for- 
given alſo: nay, forgiveneſs is looked upon by 
133 as a virtue of uncommon ſize, aboye the 


reach and beyond the obligation of mere mortal 


man, However, forgive they muſt, or they cannot 


de forgiven ; 3 and, uncommon. as forgiveneſs is 


among Chriſtians, tis what they promiſe. in their 
; ah berger, and muſt * Ki it of God, without 
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giving it to their brethren. Forgiveneſs is thecondi- 


* 


tion of forgiveneſs, and that condition too they pro— 


freſ obligation to perform it, and double guilt if 


_ 


they negle& it. How neceſſary then is it for Chriſ- 
tians, Who do and muſt uſe this prayer, to lay aſide 


every the leaſt degree of malice and revenge, and 
come before God with charitable and loving hearts? 


If they do not, they cannot pray either with ſin- 


cerity or truth, but mock the 
and diſclaim the mercy they implore, with their 


own mouths condemning themſelves, when with 
hatred in their hearts they come before God with 
this petition. For this petition is a ſort of cove= 
nant or agreement, which man conſents to before 


God: forgiveneſs of debts is what he defires of 


God; to forgive his debtors is what he promiſes 5 


to God: and when he uſes this petition, he muſt 


be ſuppoſed to declare his conſent to theſe condi- 


tions, and acknowledge that he deſires only that 
forgiveneſs from Goc 

and expects no more mercy 

deſiring nor expecting God ſhould forgive him 
his debts, unleſs he forgives his deb tors. 


This then is not only a requeſt for pardon 
from God, but alſo a declaration of charity to 
man, and as ſuch affords us much uſeful in- 


. 
* 


Firſt then, it teaches us, that forgiveneſs is a 
_ neceſſary condition of forgiveneſs; which is plainly * 


enough implied in the petition itſelf, but is ex- 


preſsly declared to be ſo by our Saviour, in the 
verſes that immediately follow the prayer: For if 


{ſays he) ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heauenly 
Father will alſo forgive you: But if you forgive not 


men their treſpaſſes, neither will your, Father forgive © 


your treſpaſſes. - This declaration, made in ſuch a 
_  trong manner, has given occaſion to ſome men to 
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od they pray to, 


which he gives to others, 
© than he ſhews ; neither 


- CT EE ee md — rt att. 1 — 2 - a ou 0 = K " 
— . V — + . ü oat IIA BESR Es np es OI Tao 8 : : 5 1 
g : 2 N 
"7 3 
- 
1 * 


| virtue, but to | 
all that can be intended dy this declaration of our 
Saviour, is, that forgiveneſs is as neceſſary a quali- 


WAH 


if we pardon others, our own pardon, witkout any | 


other condition, will ſurely follow. To 


this miſtake will coſt no great pains; tis only re- 
Collecting, that the forgiveneſs here promiſed: to 
the pardon of others, is elſewhere promiſed to 
prayer, to faith, to repentance, t.; and of courſe, 
according. to che whole tenor and defign of the 


goſpel, pardon belongs not io: any: Ghphe grace or 
the conjunction of them all: and 


fication as any other, and that as this qualification 


. is inſufficient without e ſo rings others alle 
be Without this. 


As forgiveneſs then is © naps den | 


3 e we ought to know the extent and So of 
it, or we ſhall not know whether we have acquired 


it. And this we may alfo learn from this petition : 
God, it tells us, will forgive us our debts, A8 we 


N forgive our debtors; of RE the forgiveneſs we 


expect from him, we muſt give to them (as far as 


out imperfections will allow) wich the fame readi- 
| neſs, and (as far as our power: permits) with: the 
ſame extent; the particle AS, requiring a reſem- 
blance or likeneſs: between our forgiveneſs. and 
God's. Now the forgiveneſs we aſk and hope from 


God, is a full and perfect one, not only a remit- 
tance of our puniſhment, but alſo of hit diſplea- 


ſure; that, being reconciled. OO ay To bw 
come partakers of his love- : 
Firſt, tis Fall, extending 70 ills our [Banks both 


great and fall; therefore praying that all, even 


our greateſt fins, may be forgiven, we are! bound 5 


to forgive all, even the gn injuries dae are | 
done to us. 
2. 1 is alſo perfect wd complent, r no more 


2 3 to number than to degree. For be our 
ſins ever ſo many, were they more in number than 
"om e W ee hope the ; 


TR 


0 


forgiveneſs of them all; we therefore are to forgive 

others; how frequently ſoever they may have of- 
fended us. J thy brother offend thee (ſays. our Sa- 
viour) thou 2 A him I ſay unto thee, not 
until ſeven times, but until ſeventy times ſeven. Matt. 
3 It is not only a remittance bf our puniſh- 
ment, but alſo of God's diſpleaſure, a return to his 
fayour, and a participation of his love. Such, there> 
Fore, ſhould our pardon to others be; we ſhould 
forgive them, not in words only, but alſo from the 
heart, a heart clear of all grudge and reſentment, 
and be as willing to receive the offender to re- 
-conciliation, as if he had never offended us. '' 
But as the ſtate and condition between man and 

man, and between God and man, is very different, 
our forgiveneſs of others cannot, in every parti- 
cular, be exactly like his; nor can it be ſuppoſed, 
that becauſe our forgiveneſs muſt be ready, ex- 
tenſive, and compleat, it ſhould thence follow 
that we are to' refuſe ſatisfaction for the miſ- 

_ chief, or reparation for the damage or loſs we may 
have ſuffered from the injuſtice of others. Nor 
can it hence follow, that we may not by law re- 
"cover what fraud or force has taken from us; for 
the law of juſtice is not made void by the law of 
charity; nor can it be any injury to take that from 

another, which is not his but ours: and therefore 

it may ſafely enough be done, provided, 1. that we 
have no reyenge or malice in our hearts, and in- 
tend not the ruin or the miſchief of the offender, 

but only the recovery of our own; 2, that the 
matter be of moment enough to call in the aſſiſtance 
of the laws of our country to redreſs us; 3. that 
the offender hath wherewith to make good Jo Joſs 


we have ſuſtained ;;' for if he has not, 'tis cruelty 
and malice to confine him, becauſe the law may 
permit us ſo to do. Indeed, if the injury be of an 

haeinous or a public nature, ſuch as 'difturbs and 
% w ED Lag antorts hurts 


b re re rnd SE —_—_— ůðÜ 


| 
| 
| 


— 


—— 


Ars — — — 
OY CT COT Re ˙m 


—— — — 
—— — 


hurts . 


— 
7 


we ſhall, without repentance, be pun 
J I TT OR 
Nor does it thence follow, that though we are 
bbliged perfectly to forgive thoſe who injure or de- 
_ ceive us, that we are alſo obliged, after reconcilia- 
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being wrong, that tis our duty to call in the law 


Ts to puniſh itz but even then we muſt take care that 
_ *tis the crime, and not the perſon. we are offended 
At; that tis the honour of the laws, or. the good of 


ſociety, or, where. the caſe will permit it, the re- 


_ Formation of the offender, we have in view, and 


not the ſatisfaction of any ſpiteful or revengeful 
paſſion : otherwiſe tis revenge, and not juſtice, and 


- 
1 
. 


iety_as well as ourſelves, tis fo far from | 


tion, again to truſt them, or to take them into any 


Farther degree of friendſhip than is common among 
all Chriſtians: for caution is lawful, tho' malice 
is not: and friendſhip, and Chriſtian charity ; that 

is, the intimacy of a few, and the common league 
things: and t 
|  oifending brother is entitled to the ane, becauſe he 


all Chriſtians, are two different 
refore it does not follow, that an 


is to tbe other, nor will the Rate and condition of 


„1 V 88 
II ! be forgiveneſs here promiſed, then, does not 

interfere with prudence or juſtice, the laws or the 
execution of them; but only excludes every degree 
of hatred, malice, and revenge; requiring a willng= 
neſs to do all the good offices that are conſiſtent 
with Chriſtianity, and the good of human ſociety, 


even to thoſe who injure us, how often ſoever the 


— 


ther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 


' God for Chriff's ſake forgiueth us. Eph. iv. 22 
And that this ſort, this degree of forgiveneſs 

wich we here promiſe, tis but reaſonable we 

_ ſhould: give, we may eaſily be convinced by the 


few following conſiderations: 2ſt. That the of- 


| —Ffences' of others againſt us, are trifling and incon- 


\ a, 


injury be repeated; and that us be kind one to ano- 


ons _—_— 


4 


wy 


wared with ours agel Ge, 

— en e ill-langu uage, „ of 
jeſſening our intereſt or our ſubftance, are the com- 
mon injuries we receive one from another, and they 
are in themſelves but triſtes: tis true, great is the 
wrath and reſentment that is occaſioned by them; 
but that ought to be looked upon rather as the ef-- 
fect of too Violent a regard for the things of this: 
world, than of the greatneſs 10 the fer cs is. 
done to us. x 
2. That the offences of man againſt man are 
fewer in number, as well as of a more trifling na- 

ture than man's againſt God; for we ſeldom find 
injuries, in any great degree, multiplied upon ones 
and the ſame perſon, men having neither the power” 
nor the will for it; and though their power ſhould: 


continue the Wan, their malice is not long a ſatiſ- 3 


fying; after a few injuries they reſt; and are wil- 
ling to be at peace. 5 
agalnſt God daily inereaſe; we add ſin to ſin, till 
they are more in number than the bairs of our 100 
head, yet our hearts do not fail us, we Ve ing ah 
hope the forgiveneſs of them all. | 

3. That the offences againſt us come from. our 
_ equals; we are all fellow-ſervants of the fame 
Lord: our treſpaſſes therefore againſt each other, 


ut our affronts and offences 


cannot, in themſelves, be ſo heinous as thoſe 


againſt our Lord; no more than it can be the ſame ö 
crime in any one to ſtrike his ee, as-to 
ſttrike his Bs: the 
And to ſhew us that our officers te a 5 
other, when compared with thoſe againſt God, are 
but few in number, and ſmall in guilt, as coming! 


from equgls; and that conſequently, as God for? 


gives us, tis more than reaſonable that we:ſhould 


forgive each other; to ſhew: us all this, is the'de= 


ſign of our Saviour, in the parable of the unmerci= 

ful ſervant. The parable repreſents the debt of tho 

| ſetyant to de ten 6 touſar vid cath "Ob of _—_ : 
, : N : 1 W 5 | ' 
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C 
low - ſervant to him, but an hundred. pence; mean- 
ing, that our offences againſt God are as talents, 
but againſt each other only as pence. Now the 
talent, at the loweſt reckoning, is ſix thouſand 
times greater than the penny: — The talents too 
are ten thouſand, the pence only an hundred; mean- 
ing, that our crimes againſt God are. not only 
greater, but alſo far more numerous than thoſe of 
man to each other: ten thouſand to an hundred, is 
as an hundred to one; ſo that our offences againſt 
God are an hundred times more in number than 

man's againſt man, and each of them multiplied 
buy ſix thouſand degrees of guilt. The difference 
| then between the ſervant's debt to his lord, and 
his fellow-ſervant's to him, is, according to the. 
parable, the ſame as between fix hundred thouſand, 
and one. The lord frankly forgives his ſervant. 
this monſtrous debt, becauſe he was unable to pay 
it; ſo ſhould the ſervant alſo have done by his fel- 
low-ſervant, but would not; therefore the Lord was 
tr oth, and delivered him to the tormentors,: So like-. 
_ wiſe (ſays our Saviour, applying the parable) hall 
my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from. your 
hearts forgive not-every one his brother their treſ- 

2 rom theſe conſiderations, and many others that 

might be added, it appears how very reaſonable our 

forgiveneſs of each other is; and of courſe how in- 

excuſable we are, unleſs we grant it. It cannot be 

ſq difficult as tis neceſſary, nor ſo irkſome to cor- 
rupted nature, as tis agreeable to.uncorrupted. rea- 
ſon. If then we will be ſo unreaſonable as to ſhew, 

no mercy, how can we be ſo unreaſonable as to ex- 

pect any? He (fays the wiſe man) Ecclus xxviii. 

1, 2, 3» 4, 5+, that. revengeth, ſhall find vengeance 

from the Lord, and be will ſurely keep his fins in re-, | 

membrance. ' Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that be, 
| bath done thee, ſo Boll ty ns aſs be forgives hen. 

thou prayeſt.. One man beareth hatred again/l wy, 


* 
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ber, ak Math \ 4 [ek Mp from the. Lord? Ee. | 
eth no meren tod man which is like himſelf, and 
doth py aſk e of. his own fins ? Aſk he may, 
but will not be anſwered ; God will not forgive us 
our debts,. unleſs we forgive our debtors : | But 

i Zak do, We then ay, With 1 0 of ſucceſs, 


1 
11 


. 4 
% <0 n,; \ whoſe nature and. property is to. have : 
ee to forgive, receive our humble peti- 

tions; and though our offences are many, great, | 

ce and grievous, we humbly. beg thy goodnefs ay. 
e 5 ive us the debt that we cannot pay: we do, 

will, god y others, as we beſeech thee to do g 
60 « by us; we * 3 will heartil: forgive. all the 
„ offendes of LY ers againft us; f not, we cannot, 
TY and do Rot expect 7 forgiveneſs' from thee "ip 
0 can. haye e e . or ha to thy. | 
Cod We | 
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227 AND. e e vor 100 > TEMPTATION, bet 


1 1 E beautiful ſtructure and contrivance of our 
Lord's prayer; the excellent order in which the 
petitions are ranged z the beauty and force which _ 
one, from its Ktuation, 2 ives to, and receives from“ 
. another, I have already o ſerved: I cannot, however, 
paſs by dhe n opportunity o of giving another 
1 ſtance of | 
I Is the aft petition we pray for the Gightraticof! 7 
our. paſt, in this for, tt prevention of future finsz” | 
and; if a due ſenſe of the nature andConſequences k 
ſin induced us, "in that, to defirt'a. pardon, then this 
petition againſt, future tranfs refions' follows in the } 
mot ſeafonable manner. For What can be more | 
Proper or more neceſſary, than to defire never 
. fame deſperate. condition; "than 
that, by being 1 72 whale, we may fin no more, tft a' 
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" Beſides, what will, forgiveneſs 10 9 N 


i= guard againft future temptations? ' Unleſs we hive 


the protection of God, the aſhiſfance of his Holy 
Spirit, tis in vain to aſk forgiveneſs; as we ſha 1 
reap but little benefit from a pardon we fo, ſoon 
{ſhall forfeit, by repeating our tranſgreſſions. © Flat 
God's merCcy.,. therefore, may nat be in Vain, "tis 
neceſſary that we beg the affiſtance of bis grace; 
and we are accordin gly inſtructed % our Saviour, 
immediately after our. petition for pardons to beg 
of God to lead us not into temptation, but deli- 
ver us from. evil. Beſides, the deſire to avoi 
temptations not only naturally follows the de- 
ſire of pardon, but alſo, in great meaſure, tends 
tc procuxe it; for what is a more likely qua- 
lißcation for. the pardon of what is paſt, 7; 
the defire we here expreſs of future Ketten? 
Can we, in a more effectual manner, ſhew dur 
eſteem and regard. for God's favour, than by 
wiſhing to avoid thoſe temptations which may 
lead us into thoſe ſins whereby we iſhall: forfeit 1. 
ſhall render eurſelves unworthy and incapable. of 
it? 2 then 1 5 uſeful and neceſſary, tis W! ih, * 
force and beauty both, that, or g/Ve us our treſpaſſe 
is followed by, lead us. * wp temptation.” ie ae Ber 
Alfter ſbewing you what. is meant, by deppen, 
what by praying againſt it, and in what fenſe God 
may be ſaid to lead us into it; Thall point out to 


you the uſeful inſtryRjon, that this. perten affords: 
I . Temptation,” bee 10 


. 


| e 10 "I lige ind. 
R than atrial, en perirhental 955 of the 
diſpoſitions or e of the virtue or vi- 
ciquſneſs of apy perſon, or perſons.” In this ſenſe tis 
that God. i Abraham, when he commanded 
bim to offer up his only ſon Iſaae; and was fully 
A 2 of 55 th and opedienge; ANG not worth" 
ding his, anly. rl 5-4 Ban. = XX. 12 
Thus be tempted the. Iſr "Niel by Jong abe. 
enten. throughy the „er , thats . 
mig] 
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might, know: what was in their, hi th 
they, would tecp bis commandments or no. Deut. 


VIII. 2. 


Thus, again, he tempted them, by permitting 


ſeducers to work wonderful things among them, 


heart; whether 


that he might know whether they did lobe the Lore 


- 4 


with all their heart, and with all their ſoul, Deut. 
Adyverſity and proſperity are reckoned among the 
;temptations of this ſort; adverſity trying our faith 


. 
* id * 7 


and patience, and proſperity our fobriety and truſt 
414 4 P AF Ra Bak ue * LY . 0 G : 4 . 17 8 p « 7 
in God; the one being apt to make us diſtruſt God, 
and the other to forget him. In ſhort, every cir- 


_ .cumltance, Mate, or condition, whatſoever, that may 
bring our virtue to the proof, is, in this ſenſe of 
the word, a temptation. But 1t has another mean- 
ing, and ſignifies alfo an #nticement to evil; and 

Whatever is called a temptation in this view, is de- 

ſigned not to prove, but to enſnare us. 


„Of this ſort of temptations, ate thoſe of the | 


world, the fleſh, and the devil. e 
„ The devil is conſtantly employed in endeavoug - 


pleaſing or terrifying objects, in t 


** 


; molt | 


1 1 


cunning enough to ſee, and malice enough to take 
| of / ᷣ ᷣ ᷣ , PO Bad os hag $5 

But ſuppoſing there were no devil to tempt us, 
we have temptations enough within ourfelves; our 
luſts and paſſions are a fruitful ſource; and, were 


advantage” both of the weakneſs and corruption 


there, no, devil to encourage, affift, ſtimulate, and 
_ . provoke them, are of themſelves ſufficient te draw 


many of us into all ſorts of evil. We are by nature 
prone to evil; out of our hearts proceed qual thaughts, 
murders, adufteriesy formations, thiftn, falſe witneſe 
 blaſphemies. Matt, xu. 19. We know, not the 
| depth, of our own wickedneſs ; when free from all 


reſtraints, we are given up to our, own, hearts Inſti, 
aud left to follew 2 imaginations... Plalm 
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"Te become victims to them. LL, 


WE 


tl 12. At firſt; in conceit, at 4 di kunde there 
ate few flagrant vices but we ſhrink at ; but when 
God permits us to lie under frequent tem tations, 
-and fair occaſions repeatedly offer, the beſt of us at | 


ut if there were not in our nature an inelins. 
tion towards evil; were not that inclination en- 


_couraged and ſtimulated by Satan's wiles ; we, 


however, live in a world where pleaſing objects 
might ſupply the place of natural inclination, and 


ouf fellowereatures that of the tempter ; almoft 


'every object in it being a tem tation, and many a 
fellow-creature' 4 ſeducer. The delights' which 
worldly objects bring with wein bear hard upon iy; 
and the e de, ia inuation, and inſtigation of 6 
fellow-ereatures, make frequent victims of thoſe 
who ate already half ſubdued. I 
Theſe, the world, the fleſh, and the Aon ON al 


entice and, enſnare us; nor is there any ſtation. of 
life, or pathon in the human , nature, no age; no 


condition, but what is more or leſs expoſed to the 


_ "temptations of them all; they have their baits, 
though of different ſorts, for the young and .the 
7 old, che wiſe and the fooliſh, the ric 
: the be and the meek, the wanton'and reſerv- 


and the poor, 


h ſhort, we are placed in the midſt of tempta- 
Aalen "which tis both our intereſt and our duty to 
avoid and to, reſiſt ; and tis ſufficient employment 


for the rational part of us, to reſtrain the licen- 


tiouſneſs of the ſenſual.” e 1 00 
By temptation, then, is chit Sher that which | 
3s defigned'to make trial of our faith or virtue, or 


MN to perſuade us to renounce it; either to diſcover 


What there is either of virtue or vice within us, or 


(entice us to forſake the one, or practiſe the other. 

Me are next to ſee what we mean, when we 

4 pray to God not to leadl us into temptation. 'But*tis 
PLE to obſerve; that wie do not; nor can be 


uppofed, to pray againſt all temptations Whatever; 
for this is Wiebe of* ned wha a and the 


G : : of 
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ory ae ren of dur, nature, is to. be ex poſdef 5 
temptations of one fort or other: the ſtruggle be- 
tween the fleſh and the ſpirit is to laſt. as Joog As 

life, nor-can we be freed from the one, till we have 

reſigned. the other. So that praying for an exemp- 
tion from all. temptations, Tt be praying againſt 
the condition of gur being, and the nature of the 
ſtate we are placed in. Beſides, were there no 
temptations, there could be no virtue; we ſhould 5 
be ingapable either of virtue or vice, and conſe- 
quently of reward or puniſhment: it is therefore 
inconſiſtent with our intereſt, to defire a freedom 
| from. that ſtruggle between fleſh and ſpirit, which 
is both the condition of our nature, and the means 
of our happineſs. We are not, therefore, to pray 
for a deliverance from all, but only from too many 
and too powerful temptations: temptations we do 
and muſt expect to meet with; and only deſire that 
thoſe we do meet with, may be ſuch as are common 
to men (1 Cor. x. 13. Iz ſuch, as cannot well be 
avoided, and ſuch as we. may have grace and ſtrength _ 
to conquer and ſubdue. In ſhort, we pray nt 

Againſt all temptations, but onlyagainſt an increaſe 
of thoſe we are by nature expoled to; we deſire an 
exemption, not ſo much from the temptations 

themſelves, as from the guilt they. may. occalionz 

declaring our dread of them, though not. refuſing 
to be exerciſed. by them; nor ſo much. deſigning 
to encourage our floth, as to provide for our ſafety, 

F oras that which tries.our virtue may endanger our 

innocence, the beſt preſervative. againſt ſin, is to 

be kept out of the way of temptation, —But God, 


we are told, never temets any man; why then 7 


ſhould we pray him, nat to lead us into temptation ?. 
for leading us into desde, is norhing leſs than | 
[tempting i 1 
To remove any difficulty. that. may. 1 9 ; 
4 this obſervation, it may be, perhaps, ſufficient to 
ſhew that God may, in ſeveral, ſenſes, be ba to 


ou us into e Without being imme- 
12288 15608 8 3 * | _ diate 7 TO 
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| budy. or, frrialy ſpeaking c of them. 


Satan, who is continualiy going about fetking whom 
FY may devour, is a being of ſuch malice, ſuch ſub- 
tlety and power, that we, Who are but weak and 
corrupt creatures, have but too much reaſon to 
dread his many and great temptations. Now as 
nothing, either good or bad, happens to us with- 
nr God's s permiſſion, of conſequence, as Satan 
(ſo we read in the book of Job) muſt have his con- 


ent, before he can attempt any thing againſt us 


what we ſuffer from Satan, we may, in ſome ſenſe, 


be ſaid to ſuffer from God, and be may be (aid to 


lead us, as permitting us to be led; and in this 
ſenſe we uſe the petition, not ſuppoſing God to 


lead, but only ſuffering us to be led. 80 this 


n 


ſenſe is agreeable to the tile of ſcripture, where 


2tis common to attribute that to God, which only 
comes to paſs his permiſſion. We are told, 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 1 +. that God moved David 10 wank 


the people; whereas it was Satan, as we are aſfured 
(I Chron. xxi. 1.) that provoked him to number them. 


Thus, alſo, the death and ſufferings of our Saviour 


dy the hands of the Jews, are ſaid to come e 


by the determi nate connſel of Gud, Acts ii. 2 


by which nothing more is meant, thaꝶ that my 


foreſeeing that the Jews would meet with tempta- 
tions to do ſuch and ſuch actions, and alſo their 


inclination to comply with them, would not inter- 
fete or hinder them; reſolving to bring ood out 


of evil, by permitting the eruel and wick Jews to 
'be the means and inſtruments where with te bring 


About the great and glorious defight which he had 


er of our redemption by Chriſt Jefus; ©. 
1 arther; ; God may be ſaid to lead us into temp- 
lion, by withdrawing the aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, and leaving us under ſuch temptations as 
mall aſſault us, and wills when forſaken by him, 
"Heb; the better of us. For though Ged may be no 
otherwiſe concerned, either in the temptation, or 
the fall that it it ocealions than 4 denying us his 
& | _albſtance 'Y 
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en 0 th yet, os + the temptation beende des pre- 
vails as if it were really influenced by him, he way, 


in ſome ſenſe, be ſaid to lead us into temptation, 


when he grants us not that affiſtance, which alone 
cart preſerve us from being overpowered by it. For 


*tis not in weak man to direct his ſteps, or to be ſo 


firm in his duty, as to walk fafely i in it, when 1 
ſolicits him, When his utiruly paſh ons are in ſtro 
commotion, and ſenſible” objects bear hard upo 
him. When the world, the fleſh, and — 5 
with united forces, attack him, what can weak man 
do without God's affiftance ? He will as ſurely fall 
into many and great fins, as he who wanders in the 
dark will ſtumble; as he who walks in ſlippery = 
ces will ſlide; or he be entangled, 'whoſe oat ne 
through thick laid and hidden ſnares. As th 


without God's affiſtance, we ſhall ſurely be a pr * 
m 


to the tempter ; as to be forſaken of God is a 

_ dreadful judgment; we beg of him to continue to 
us the afliftance of his grace, and not take his Holy _ 
Spirit from us; in effect ſaying, as the Pfalmiſt eu- 


preſſes himſelf, Hide not thy face from me, O Lord; , 


thou haſt been my help, leave me Wot, neither for ſake 
my O Gd of my faluatioon. 

Thus have 1 ſhewn' you; en by 2mprathth is 
meant, either a trial of our virtue, ot an enticemeſt 
to evil that when we pray againſt it, we are not 


- ſuppoſed to mean every temptation, becauſe this is 


a ſtate of trial and probation, and the very condi- 
tion of our nature is to be expoſed to temptations 
of ſome fort or other; and, that God may be faid 
to lead us into, temf ptation, either by permitting 


Satan to lead us, or 'by withdrawing the aſſiſtanee 


of his Holy Spirit from us. I ſhall next point out 
to you what uſeful inſtruction is . dd us 
throu h this petition.” en 

Firſt It may teach W beittey z 1 leſſon 8 


7 a of us want to learn for ſe}f-coneeit, to which 


we are ſo mightily addicted, is not only tbe moſt 
E e but _—_ the Ta eee ab. 
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ſurd paſſion. that can be harboured by. weak man, 


Who is expoled to a variety of temptations. from 
every quarter, and without more ſtrength than his 


own, will be overpowered by them all. And were 
ye. ſenſible of this, we could not harbour the vain 


notion of our ſelf-ſufficiency, but ſhould, with the 
utmoſt humility, confeſs our weakneſs, and ſue to 
Sold for his aſſiſtance; as we do when we deſirg God 
to lead: us not into temptation, diſttuſting our own 


ſtrength, and deſiring to avoid the trial of it. And 


happy. would it be for us all, could we arrive at 


that truly Chriſtian humility: which this petition 
ſuggeſts. to us, and which our Saviour, by it, as it 
ware. calls; upon ne ... Th 


| 6 ws” N 13; — 4 4 70 of 1 

+» The next leſſon we ſhould learn from it, is, com- 
paſſion upon the weakneſs and frailty of pur fellow- 
vreatures. We are; but too apt to be fevere upon 


the failings of others, and to, make little: or no al- 
lowance for circumſtances that are unknown to us, 
nor even for ſuch as are common to us all. But 
had we a due ſenſe of the frailty of our nature, and 


ol the variety of temptations to which it is expoſed, 


we ſhould, methinks, having a fellow-feeling. of 
their condition, inſtead of cenſurin „ Pity our bre- 
thren, and mourn! oyer their 'unhappy failings. 
We are none of us ſecure from falling, nor can we 


tell how ſoon the condition of another may be our 
own: others therefore are entitled to that compaſ- 
ſion from us, which, if in their condition, weſhould 


expect from them. Beſides, as we are all weak, 


and conſequently the difference between one man 
and another muſt be chiefly owing. to the different 
degrees of aſſiſtance, and of temptation, which each 


man meets with; the perſeverance of one may be 


owing to ſmall temptations and great affiſtance, 
7H whilſt the fall of another may have been the effect 


of ſevere; and repeated trials; and he that fell had 


 iheen, perhaps, far worthier than he that perſevered, 


thad they both undergone! the ſame temptations, 


E __ Know 
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i ths! FRET of dur nature; andi the variety ot 
temptations to Which we are all in general. expoſed; 


(yree of the temptations; und of the/affiſtince that 
therefore, mote than ſufficient reaſon for charity 


We are alſo: 6 ght, that "is our | 


to all the petitions of this prayer; for if we 

do not exert ourſelves to procu 

we cannot well be ſuppoſed to be much concerned 
whether we are anſwered or not; plainly enough 


and when we pray, we mu 


and affiftance ſuppoſes endeavours, and is only to 
help*thoſe whe do as werks and not to do their work 


all the work” iche net Een 
— with! wt Fe (LE n WEE 378 


We muſt, therefore; reſiſt, as welt as [pray nga 
temptation ;- and alſo keep, as far as we can, from 


| whatever may lead us into it: tis even expected, as 


_ our, Saviour informs us, Matt. v. 29, 30% ur 


right che zend us (or rather, cauſes us to offend) 


tide Li cut” it + ara ca 


and are at the fame time ighorant* bath of che de- 
each particular perſon meets with. There is, 


and compaſſion towards thoſe Who fall. Let us 
not then be ſevere upon our brethren, but follow _ 
the advice that St! Paul enforces upon the Gala- 
tians, (vi. 3.) Brethren, ſays he, if man be overs. 
taten in 4 All, ye which are ſpiritual reftore ſuch un 


one in the ſpirit” of meekneſi'; ne 2 5 5 Le SE 
thou alſo be tempted.” EE PWR OW IT. 


both to reſiſt and avoid temptations; to act as well 
as pray againſt tiiem. As ye pray, ſo practiſe, 
is a general rule to be obſerved, with reſpect 


what we pray Pr . We 


= hg, that what we pray for, tho“ worth the 
5 1s not worth the trouble of getting: nor 
God well be ſuppoſed to help-thoſe;>who';are 
* 1 hg to help themſelves. Our endeavours 
therefore muſt always keep pace with our deſikes: 
it alſo work ; for althat 
we can be ſup ſed to pray for, is only Nes 5 


fot them; it would be more than aſſiſtance if it did We), 
C0=0| e F 


that wie Pluck it out; and if our right hand offend . 
n N that is; hat 
d | i 


Y 5 Tee en the occaſion: of © fo 


' * thoſe who are hot forced to work or to want bread, 
if they will not provide themſelves ſome-employ- 
= ment to prevent the ill conſequences of an idle life, 

may Pray, not to be fed, bit Wk: en fal, into 


Wi 


dient, or ever ſo irkſome to us, we muſt part 
F Me We all all by experience. know, or ſhould 
w, what temptations are the moſt dangerous to 
N and if, we will not endeavqur to avoid 
. 75 which, by . conſtizution, or by, courſe or 
Atate of life, we are che moſt ſubject — tis . vain 
to pray againſt. them. 5 
ut, besides peculiar or perſonal . 
eee many to which. we all of us are ſubject, 
1 | ee eee e 
- obghs yet are not, avqided by many, ſo carefully 
"as they ſhould be; two or three of which, by way 
| pfexample, and warning too, I ſhall juſt Mention. 
One is, bad company; which we are, by ſcripture, 
reaſon, and experience, taught to be infectious: 0 
and as it is 0 „St. Paul charges us not to keep com- th 
pan with: any. en that it a formeater, or covetous, 
er an idelator, or a railer, o drunlard, or an entar- 
kiinnen; 11th ſuch an ant ne not to gat. 1 Cor. y» 11. 
14. therefore, knowing that nothing is more catch- 
ing than vice, we will, inſtead of reproving the un- 
Bs: wur fers of darkneſs, herd with them; wWe g 
1 our duty, and "a; Tone no benefit, from 
this petition. / — 
 Adieneſe,, is another generally y 3 1 of 
bee 8 man in a ſtate of idleneſs can long 
- continge in a ſtate of innocence; by doing nothing 
8 will ſoon learn to do evil: if he will not employ 
FR Satan, or his own evil fancy, will not fail 
7 to Dan out employment for him, Thoſe, therefore, 
whom . has expoſed to this temptation; 


ͤͥͤö;ö'% aw a do 


-__ , "temptation, _ 


Another ſource of 17 16, the indulging ourſelves 
1 5 in ſuch. things as are not in themſelves evil, and 
55 mw not far hong al ths 11 e 90 us. hin e 


ee 
1 3 , | 
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upon our paſt lives; we ſhall nm 


ing inte it; and thereby we tempt. dangers give ad- 


many a ſin that we had no intention to have cem 


of rd failings: were orcaſioned by indulging our-» 
ſelves in waful things with too much freedom; 
for as we are by nature prone: to evil, we take a ſort 
of pleaſure in going as far towards it as we can, 
even to the borders of it, fo we do but avoid enter- 


vantage ro Satan and are inſenſihly drawn into 


mitted: Sometimes by being gradually reconciled: 


to a vice, which we at firſt detefted:; ſometimes by 


not being able to diſtinguiſh. the boundaries of. 


uilt and innocence; and ſometimes by being ſo 
cloſe upon the lippery brink of ſin, as inevitably to. 


fall into it. As, therefore, they that will go as far 
- the uy go, are in danger of going Archer than 
bey lend go, it becomes a duty to. kerp at a di- 
os . 25 abſtain. fram all appearance of. 
evil not only from what is fuch, but alſo. from 


vrhateveri is like it, is a-kin to it, or is on. the Bor- 8 
ders of it. If we do not, it is in vain. to pray © not. 9:10] 


to be led into temptation ; for we our ſeles are our 


own tempters. and of; courſe; conſent. to gur. fall; 1 1 


we choaſe) what we know: to be the occaſion ok, fins, 


and's do, a it Want gem ptapiony, What is It, 


ws" i pray that 12 would. 


tt 1% Nr 6 WAP . „ 
ee 257 42 2% Erb bbs 


from whence moſſ 
an not eautiouſiy avoid them, 'tjs, ſomething, more, 
than A} vain to. eye bee be led neee 


tis! % bao „ e e e 


deaveuts . to: reſiſtt and avoid temptations, Ane 

ren e low 
l J ui Hatt En en 28115 1 14 
e eee, cel 


hen we. lea Lour- 


with lauful ow are the: three, grand, ſourges, 1 
n temptations flow z if We, 


By: thisyjattition; then, we are taught 2 milit 8 
of mind, charity and compaſſion; fur our and, 


orring bretbren,: and the. neceſſity of our own en- 9 


— 
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e e een be ſet in Geena 
„ f ſo many and ſo great temptations, that, by 
* reaſon' of he! frailts of: our nature, we cannot 


« always ſtand upright; we beſeech thee, as with- 


* out thy permitfion nothing can approach to hurt 


. X 


. e 
on rand which be was inſtructing in St. 


0 us, chat thou wouldſt ſo direct us and our affairs, 


C60 that we may not be expoſed to more or greater 
ce temptations than the nature of our ſtate requires. 


3 780 So guide us through things temporal;;that finally 
ſe not the things eternal; granting us ſuch 
4 ee zen and protection, as may ſupport us un- 
«6: der 2 by 9.8 us OL Rs Ins.” 
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THERE are two opinions Songetz ih bes 
Words; one is, that they are only an explanation of 


the foregoing; and that lead us hot into temptatian, 
but deliver uf Falco evil are but one petition! The 


other 1 is, that they are two diſtinct petitions. 
* hoſe who contend;that'delivertus from evils 

only an explicition* or "Nuftration'of the e ng 

words, tells us, * that in' the Vulgate! (an early 
tfanſlation of the New T eſtamerit and in St. Luke, 
ſeſe words, e ws: 708 evili are wanting; 


| - a they call that à plain proof, that there is no- 


thing contained in them, that is not virtually con- 

_ ained in the foreg . and conſequently; . 

they ate not te diſtinct petitions, but that 

one is only an iHuſtratien to He other. Ang: to 

- additional force to their opinion, they quote 
renfon given by the famous Origen, for the 


paristion between St. Matthew and St. Luke. 


„Our Saviour (Origen tells us); ſpeaking; in St. 
Matthew, to tue multitude,” expreſſes lutte in 
ſuch Full" and en planatory manner, as their eapa - 
ties 4 A büt in St Luke he is teaching his 
And as they were-of better underſtanding 


fm Matthew, 


% 21 2 1 1 « 4. 
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| ſame, according to either opinion. 


veted from the evil one, is, 


much at large at the one time as at the her — 
which reaſon,” this explanatory part of the peti- 
tion in St? Matthew, is left out in St. Luke.“ And 


from henee, they who favour this opinion, conclude, 


that the two ſentences unite and agree in this one 
requeſt, % That God would ſo prevent us from 


66 falling into temptations, as to Keep u us 1 IHE | 


« vil and miſchief of them.” + 


Thoſe who contend. that they abit two 4iftin 1 3 


* 


etitions, urge, that the original word which in St. oy 
latthew' is tranſlated evil, is always applied to pers 


ſons, never to things; and of courſe muſt Ganify, 


not the miſchief we fear, but the perſon from whom 


the miſchief may come; and ſhould have been tranſ- ; 
lated, not, from evil, but, from the evil one, i. e. Sa- mw 


uy the author and promoter of all evil. 


Which of theſe two opinions is beſt inn is | 


a matter but of little conſequence, - Be they two 


petitions, be they one, there is no material diffe- 
ence, the meaning of theſe words 5b. much ap el 


WE SES 
Suppoſing, but deliver us from evil, to be only an 


illuſtiatton of the foregoing: words, lead us not into * | 


temptations and to be deſigned to ſhew us that we 
pray againſt temptation only becauſe of its evi/con-- 


ſequences'; then the ſenſe is this, 5* So prevent us, 


us from guilt, the evil and miſchief of it.. 8 
And ſuppoſing that deliver us from ovil, Ggni je 


O Lord, from falling i into temptation, as to preſerve: X 


deliver us em The evil one, Satan, the eil a 5 We 5 


of temptations; the meaning of the petition is ju 


the ſame; for the reaſon why we pray to be . 5 
vered from temptations, is not-becauſe' they are 
themſelves evil, but becauſe of the guilt and ae | 


ment which are commonly the conſequences: of: 
them: and the reaſon why. we pray to be deli-\ 
ſe if we are 


up. to his 343157 we Ape meet ed and be over-. 
R 446! A WW e pomered 19 4 
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ö gowerink dy; ſuch s as will bring upon 
us the evil of guilt. 0 niſnment. 
So that it t ſignify, bes by evil. is 
wennt dhe evil fo temptations, or Satan, the evil 
author of them; and after having begged of God. to 
lead ut not inio temptation, we may, according to 
either ey conſiſtently enough deſire him to deli- 
ver ut evil which word, in this petition, is 
general 7 ſuppoſed to have a threefold ſenſe, and to 
mean, . The evil of ſin, or the guilt of it. 2. 
The evil of puniſhment, the conſequence of ſin. 
z. The evil author of fin, Satan, who: is alſo to be 
| the inſtrument of. its puniſhment. | 
Thneſe tree fignifications of the nord: evil, are all 
$77 contin with the deſign of this E 50 
._ therefore ſhall ſeparately conſider them. . 
| The firſt, the evil e, fin,. or the guill of it, is 
the evil which the prophet (Habak. i. 13.) ſpeaks 
of; where he ſays of God, thou art 2 f purer eyes than 
r bebold evil:—and tis an evil worſe than ſickneſs, 
poverty, or death; tis the worſt of all evils, and 
| the cauſe of all: tis not only an evil in itſelf, but 
males many other things evil, which but for that 
would not bh ſo. As then ſin is ſo great an evil, 
we are in this prayer directed to ſue to Gd, for his 
mercy in the fergeveneſs of. ſin, and for his protec- 
tion, in 8% Mp us am. the ac abr pag to ah; 1h the 
miſchief efits 1.1; 
The ſecond kids of rtl 08. the wal a6 N 
; Wentz is the conſequenee of the firſt, ſin Wag the 
cauſe of puniſhment. Theſe: two Torts: of evil the 
| r Jeremiah (xviii. 8B.) has, in one verſe ex- 
eſſed by the re ibut nation, ſays the 
Ford, again whanr I have ſpoken, turn from their 
; vil . ITI. repent the evil (puniſhment), 
_ which I had thought! and threatened againſt them. 
According to thig ſenſe; of the word evil, this,is a 
diſtinct petition from the foregoing; and the mean 
ingot it is this: But if it be thy good will and 
Wheel O God, 1 trial of us by tempta- 


3 tins, 


ay 


nn 


* t tions, Und tam by ls 
« ;pardon and deliver us, we-beſeech thee, from the 

cc evil we ſhall deſerve to ſuffer “ 

Phe third ſort of evil we here beg Ae 

from is the Devil, who in ſeripture is ſtiled the 


cuil ons e and the reaſon why he is ſo called is, be- 


cauſe he was the fitſt author of evil, is the cauſe. of 


ſin, and of the miſery that has been or ſhall be the 


conſequence of it. He, the cuil ones the god of this 
world, the prince of darkneſs, is ever laying baits to 
entice, and traps to enſnare us: be goeth about as 4 
roaring lian, © ſeeking whom he may devour; and, 
could he have permiffion from God, has cunni Fo 
power, and malice, ſufficient to ſhake the ſt — 
faith, and ſeduce the ſtricteſt virtue. We therefore 
beg to be delivered from him, . e, not to be given 
7 5 his power and malice, but by the grace of 
a od to be ſecured from all his treachery and wiles; 
knowing that, if abandoned by God, we ſhall ſoon 
become atan's Haves, and ntl . re 5 
af his with. © 
- Theſe three evils may all conſiſtently'en nenn, be 
deprecated together; and as they all bear ſo ſtrict a 
relation to each other, we n resse enough 
ſuppoſe them to be all defignedly included in this 
petition.” And in order to promote a warm and 
earneſt uſe of it, I ſhall in a few words point out the 
greatneſs of theſe evils, Satan, Sin, and Death the 
wages of it; from whence you will ae fee the 
dens” rag the delivery from them. 

1. Satan is our great enemy; and hoover 30. 
not believe, or does not regard the danger and miſ- 
chief he is expaſed to from him, muſt, I ſliould- | 
think, be ignorant. of the many places of ſcripture _ 

where, for his power and influence, he is ſtiled the 
od of this world, the prince of this. world; and as 
lucky warn us of our danger from him 
25, Sin is alſo an evil of the greateſt magnitude, 
as the miſchiefs it brings upon ourſelves and others 
rw convince us; 1 nad. wc" death and MIS... 
2 0 


1 — 


df our Saviour to redeem us from them, do in- 
fallibly.afſure us. Are not all the evils which this 
world abounds with, the effects of ſin? And could 
any thing leſs than the immenſe. ſufferings of a 
Divine Perſon ſatisfy the divine wrath againſt it? 
If then the guilt of ſin be in proportion to its miſ- 
chiefs, and to the price of its ſatisfaction, it muſt 
| + ppg and bear no proportion to any other 
„ ( POLES m dd, , 
3. The third evil, viz. of puniſhment; is, the 
ſoripture tells us, to take place in hell, the diſ- 
mal ſeat of every kind of torment; where all the 
terrors of the Lon -thall be ſet in array againſt 

. each ſhall have its power of giving pain 
enereaſed; and all joining together ſhall put them 
to miſery, ſuch as all the torments of human 


malie and power can give us little or no idea of. 


I heſe three, Satan, Sin, and Death its wages, 
we here beg to be delivered from; they are the 
greateſt. that we can poſſibly be ex poſed to, and tis 
'- God alone can preſerve us from them. How greatly. 
therefore does it concern us, diligently, earneſtly, 
and frequently, to apply unto him for bis ail. A 


* 


ance! One would think that if we were ſenſible of 
the greatneſs of the evils we are expoſed to, and 
the greatneſs of the merey in being delivered from 
them, we ſhould be always upon our knees, conti- 
nually beſeeching God not to lead us into tempia- 
in, but deliver us from cuil. From the evil one, the 
author and promoter of ſin; from the evil of, ſin, 


itlelf an evil, and the cauſe of every other evil; and 


22 


F. om all theſe evils good Lord deliver ul! 
ron THINE 18 THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, | 
du ruf GLORY, FOR EVER. AMEN, 


. 
+ 
" 


+2 i > $4, ud K 


HOWEVER. uſeful and in 


8 — 
* 
= Mew 


n ruQive this dox- 
ology, or form of praiſe. and glory to God may be, 
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puted amongſt Chriftians. Thoſe who argue againſt = 
- the authority of it, tell us—that tis wanting in all 
the old Latin copies—in all the Greek copies of 
St. Luke, and in ſome of thoſe of St. Matthew 
that ſeveral of the fathers, in their comments upon 
the Lord's Prayer, have taken no notice of this 
part of it—and that the doxology ufed in the eaſ- . 
tern church was different from that of the weſtern, 
and that conſequently tis highly prebable- neither 
of ere e ,, OED gs 2,74 
- -*' Thoſe who contend for the authority of it, urge 
that the omiſſion of it in St. Luke may be the effect 
of his uſual brevity that there are but two copies 
of St. Matthew where it is wanting, one of which 
is much ſuſpected, and the authenticity of the other 


not at all comparable to that of thoſe which have 


it — that it is not probable the fathers would have 
dared to add their own inventions to this venerable 
form, of Chriſt's own compoſing, or that the church 
would have allowed them to do it—that if they had 
made any addition, in order to gain credit to it, 
they would at leaſt have inferted it in St. Luke as 
well as in St. Matthew—that it is expounded by _- 
ſome of the fathers with the reſt of the e's ll | 
that it is agreeable to the Jewiſh forms, which our 
Saviour: has in general followed throughout the 
whole prayer, and no where with more beauty and 
reaſon than here; as prayer cannot well be com- 
God, and return him nothing. 
Theſe are the reaſons on both ſides; and which 

of them are beſt founded, let others decide. Our 
church has not formally condemned or approved 
either of theſe opinions, but has choſen the middle 
way between them, uſing the Lord's Frayer in one 
part of its ſervice with, and in another without the 


plete without praiſe; it being ſordid to aſk all from 4 


doxolopy. We may therefore ſafely wave an en | 
_ quiry into its authenticity, and ſearch out the 


meaning, uſe, and beauty of it, and fee What profit 
_ and inſtruction may be rg rom it. 1 


N 


At is and may be conſidered in two different 
views: 1. As a form of praiſe and thankſgiving: 
2. As a motive or reaſon for uſing the foregoing 
petitions, and to give us hope of ſucceſs. from the 


* 


I hall conſider them, iſt, as a form of praiſe, 
| containing a ſolemn and grateful acknowledgment 
of the chief attributes of God; of his ſovereignty, 
|. thine is the kingdom; his omnipotency, the pater; 
| Wi 000 glory; and his eternity, for ever. . 
1. When he afcribe unto the Lord ſovereign au- 
thority, implied in the term k;ngdom, we acknow- 
ledge that God is the ſupreme Lord, the great King 
over all the earth; and that, as we are his ſubjects, 
he has a right to diſpoſe of all things relating to 
us; and that we as his ſubjects owe him true and 
faithful allegiance. But, as there may be a juſt and 
rightful authority where there wants power to exe- 
cute it, we acknowledge that this is not the caſe 
with God, to whom we aſcribe not only authority, 
but alſo omnipoteney, implied in the word porter - 
whereby we mean that God has (not only a right- 
ful authority over all things, but'alſo} a power or 
ſufficiency to execute that right, and do whatſeever 
Pleaſeth him, in heauen and in earth. And by the 
term glory we acknowledge that God's kingdom, and 
hais power, and whatſoever pertaineth to him, is glo- 
| rTious; declaring, with Moſes (Exod; xv. 11.) the 
glory of bis holineſs ; with the Pſalmiſt, (exlv. 11.) the 


glory ef his kingdom; and with St. Paul (2 Theſ. 1. 9.) 
the glory of his power. And alſo his eternity, im- 
pulied in the words for over ; thereby declaring, that 

Whatever God is, he is ſuch for ever; that his per- 

feerctions are not only gloridus, but eternally ſo,;-that 

his kingdom #8 an everlaſting kingdom, (Pſ. exlv. 13.) 

and bis dominion endurath throughout all generations ; 

that his is he power, and the glory, for over and ever. 


* VVV 5 . 3 3 and , 
pere are ſeveral forms of praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing in ſcripture, like, tho* longer than this of our Sa- 
2 . . 
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Viet RI which Lihall quote, tere fo an 0 
as ſufficiently to explain what is meant by his. 

1 Chron. XXix. 10, 11 12, 13. Wherefore David 

40 bleſſed the Lord before all the congregation. 

« And David faid, Bleſſed be thou, Lord God of 

cs Iſrael our Father, for ever and ever. Thine, © _ 

<« Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, and the 

glory, and che victory, and the majeſty: for all 
de that is in the heaven, and in the earth is thine; 
ce thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art ex 

C ͤ ͤK——— and-kovout - * 

«come of thee, and thou reigneſt over all; and in 

10 thine hand is power and might; and in thine 

“ hand it is to make great, and to give.{trength 
ce unto all. Now therefore, O our God, we thank _ 

..* “ thee, and praiſe thy glorious name, &. 

_ You may ſee, by theſe words of David, what the 
meaningo thelaſt part of the Lord's Prayer is, ma 8 
conſidered. as a "ik of praiſe. and thankſgiving. * 

We ſhall next ſhew what is meant by it, .. oy 
conſidered as a reaſon or motive to uſe the fore oing. 
petitions of this prayer, and to give us hope of ſucr 

ceſs from the uſe of them: And that it is deſig 
as ſuch, we may reaſanably enough conclude, rom 

the connection which the cauſa] particle for, makes 

between this and the foregoing petitions. For, or 
becauſe, his 3s the kingdom, the power, and the glu, 

Ver euer; we do and ſhould make our petitions to our 
Father in heaven, hoping 15 5 he will 1 my ad 

grand: us our petitions 

When conſidered in this view; its perry is as 
follawn 16 Thine is the kingdom, the kingdom that 

*« ruleth over all? we and all the world are thy ſub- 

«<zeas, and entirely depend upon thee for life, 

40 health, food, raiment, and ſhelter; we therefore 

.** flee unto thee for a ſupply of all we want, and a 
&« deliverance from all we fear, for thou only, aas 

King of all the earth, art able to ſuccour on | 

E. - bond thy ſervants ;/and as tis for the ſupport 1 


_ wy bin * and the egcreaſe.of thy Te 9 
| * 5 by ope - 


Tm) 


| Sho: and velier thou wilthear us, and grant ous 
+,” #N Thins is che comer 2 90 hoſt ſpoken once, 
©& ond twice have I heard the Aar that potuer be- 
7, longeth unto God; a power that is able 6 d- for us 
bb. exceeding abundantly above all that tue aſe or think. 
uh r iii. 20. We therefore make unto thee our 
© petitions, knowing that whatever we aſk of thee, 
0 0 art able to grant us: and as by granting 
bur requeſts; thou wilt manifeſt thy greatneſs ; 


. d . cauſe men to ſpeak of the gar of ty kingdom, 
64. and tal of ty bur, (Pf. cxlv. 11.) we are in- 


' *dyced to make our prayers unto thee, and to 
e hope, for the ſucceſs 5 dating for thine is the 


BM ee of all we have, and all we do; thou art glori- 
L fed by our dependence, our preſervation, and our 
6 thankſa; giving : and we hope and believe that, for 
** the glory of thy name, thou wilt hear us; that thou, 
« 0 Lord, wilt os _ help * . * 
_ © thine. honuur.. 
And this God is our : God faria ever and e ever; his 
. kingdom, his power, and glory, as was in the be- 
8 is now, and ever Mal be, world without 
end. Whenever therefore he is applied to, he is 
| equally able to hear us, and grant us our requeſts; 
and we may at all times apply to him, truſting in 
the Lord, for in the Lord Febovab. is .everlaſting 


Ar engih, and he will be our REP: for ever ARG ever. 


Amen. 

Amen ( which 8 the prayer) is is an Hebrew 
word, and its meaning, without regard to any par- 
- ticular place, is verily, truly; but, according to the 
._ deſign of the place where it may be uſed, its mean- 

ing varies; and I ſhall, for the eee of thoſe 


* who have not made their obſervations u n this 


word, point out the various ſenſes in which 'tis 
uſed ; that they may know its meaning, not only 
here, but alſo throughout the (origtuines, and the of- 
- Kees or ſervice of our church. 


35 * tis 1 2 by us dw 
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at; the: n of his 3 n deſign: to | 
in. the attention of his hearers, and get credit 
5 N them, —Perily 1 fay unto. yo; and doubled; 
; rs verily. 1 Joy unte you. Where the original 
' word is Amen, and ſignifies, indeed; of a\truth. St. 
Paul uſes it with a ſomewhat different view. He 
tells the Romans (i. 25.) that the Heathens wore © 
ed the: creature more 'than the. Creator, ho % 
bleſſed: for euer. And immediately adds to it Amen; 
whereby: he intends to affirm- the truth of bis laſt 
words, bleſſed for ever. Amen, or, he is bleſſed for 
ever. And chapter 5th'of the ſame epiſtle) ſpeaking 
of the Iſtaelites, he ſays, of 1whogr, as concerning the 
fleſh, Cbriſi came, wwho in over all, God bleſſed for ever: 
Amen. That is, Chriſt che 800 is God, and bleſſed 
for ever. The Amen in both theſe paſſages is only 
an affirmative repetition of the preceding words. 
He tells the Corinthians, (2 Cor. i. 20.) that in 
Chriſt ere iſes of God are yea and Amen; i. e. are 
firm and ſure. St. John (Rev; iii. 14.) expreſſes we 
himſelf thus, Theſe 5 faith the Amen. i. e, a, he 
himſelf interprets, the faithful and true witneſs. 
In all theſe paſſages Amen is uſed by way of af- 
firmation; in the Old Teſtament it is uſed by way 
of deſire or wiſh. Jeremiah, after the falſe prophet 
( Xxviii. 2, 35 4.) had declared peace and deliverants 
From Babylon, ſays Amen. Now in the followin ag | 
verſe, (14) he declares that what theſe prophets had 
| ſpoken was falſe, and denounces a;ſtill heavier yoke 
from Babylon; and therefore by Amen he cannot 
be. ſuppoſed: to affirm the truth of what they had 
ſaid, but only his own deſire, that if God thought 
fit, what they foretold might prove true, though at 
4 the ſame time he knew it would prove falſe. Amen, 
or, as ſays yerſe 6th, 'The Lord do ſo, the * 18 | 
form tbe words which thou haſt propheſied. | | 
. Theſe are the. ſenſes: in which Amen i is 4000 in | 
„ vis. by way of affirmation: and deſire; - 
in which . tis 1225 uſed in the ſervice of 197 5 
* Vo hs: . 1 34000, 160 253 1 4 3s 1 * 425 
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At the end of the Creed, and in every other place 
where the ſubject is concerning truths, and is the 


ject of our aſſent, Amen is the affirmative, and by 


it we acknowledge the truth of the fotegoing ar- 
ticles; and do by it, as it were, repeat all that had 


quently it means, So it it; All this belive. This 


is alſo its meaning in the Commination, that part 


of our liturgy which is appointed to be uſed upon 
Aſh - Wedneſday; the deſign of which, as there de- 


clared, is that the congregation, being ad moniſſied 


of the great indignation of God againſt ſinners, 
the ſoriptures have declared, and they are called 
upon by the word Amen to confeſs, the curſe of 


Ul 


This obſervation upon the meaning of the word 
Amen, in this place, may afford an anſwer to that 
groundleſs objection, which' ſome weak perſons 


make to this part of the liturgy. They will not 


attend the ſervice of the church upon that day, at 
leaſt they will not. ſay. Amen, as directed, becauſe 


*tis ſinful to curſe their neighbours. Tis a fooliſh 


ſeruple, for tis certain they neither do, nor are 
intended to curſe their neighbours. The. Amen has 


there the ſame meaning as at the end of the Creed, 
and is quite different from that which it has at the 
end of a prayer, being only by way of aſſertion, 


and not of deſire; and by it they do not curſe their 
neighbours, nor deſire that they may be curſed; 
but only admoniſh themſelves, and their neighbours 
too, of thewrath of God, dendunced againſt the fins 


that are there recited, in order to move both them- 


ſelves. and them to earneſt and true repentance. 
God has already pronounced a curſe againſt thoſe 


very ſins; and by ſaying Amen at the repetition of 


them, they only declare the guilt of thoſe fins, and 
confeſs them to be of fo heinous a nature, as to 
deferve that curſe which God has already denoun- 
ced againſt them. So that the Amen is no more than 


. 
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| e * the guilt of ſin; be 
pentance, whereby to prevent the curſe denounced 
againſt it; and is ſo far from bein of finful; that it 
is praiſe-worthy, for the honour 
of religion. £ 
But to return from thing I 138 ant. 3 —4 
graffi. Amen,” when at the end of a prayer, is 
expreſſion of our: deſires. : the-matter of prayer 
e the object of our affections, the Amen be» 
tokens our wiſh for the ſucceſs of it. 
Tf the prayer be repeated, as in the fervicw of the 
church; by one perſon, and the Amen only by the 
congregation, it ſignifies their concurrence with all 
that has been repeated; and by it they mean the 
ſame as When they fay i in the Litany, We el 
thee to hear us, good Lord. 
But if both prayer and Amen be ſaid by the ſame 
pern as in private devotion, then Amen is a re- 


God, and the | 


petition of all the foregoing prayer, and a freſh ex- | 


2 of our deſire of that which we 19255 prayed VE 
Lie 

But if not at the ad of every e at the end 
of the Lord's Prayer at leaſt, (the petitions of 
which we are ſure are for God's honour and our 
good) Amen may fairly be ſuppoſed to be an Amen 
5 hope, as wn as of deſire, and to ſignify not 
only, So be it, but alſo, So we-believe:it will be unte 
4s; and thus tis explained in our catechiſm-—This 
T1 truſt: Gd will de of his mercy and goodneſs ; 3 She | 
1 4 ſay Amen, fo be it. 

aving explained the doxology, wil next lee | 

the uſeful ãnſtruction to be gathered from it. 

When conſidered in the whole as a form of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, it ſhould teach us the.propriety 
of joining prayer and praiſe together; that.when- 
ever we pray to God for the bleſſings we want, we 
ſhould alſo thank and den him for thoſe that Wwe 


enjoy; magnifying 11 ard, and praiſing the God of 


our Belp and mercy. For as this prayer was given 
- 3 n for wo Sa e as A pats 
ee OW EO | 1 ; 3 | 
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tern which we Are to follow in all the' priyers. we 
_ ourſelves may make, joining this form of praiſe 
to its petitions, he ſufficiently teachęs us that praiſe 
ſhould accompany prayer. * And indeed prayer, 
Without thanks, is too ſordid and ſelfiſh to be con- 
ſidered as a praiſe-worthy duty: it ſhews, tis true, 
the regard that we have for ourſelves, but not any 
that we have for God. Tis a work of neceſſity, 
and only when, joined with praiſe does it become a 
work of love and duty; and conſequently muſt be 
incomplete without it. For the more di ntereſted 
any religious act is, the more excellent is it; the 
more there is of God, and the leſs of ſelf in it; the 
more perfect, doubtleſs, it muſt be. And, though 
it does not therefore follow that no action can be 
good, that is mercenar gt thus much does and 
muſt follow, that the Le. is ſo, tis the more 
worthy and exalted an act of r 
Another reaſon why the praiſe and glory of God 
_ ſhould, at leaſt in public, conſtantly accompany 
dur petitions to him, is, that we mall thereby "4 
better anſwer the end of religious worſhip, which 
is not ſo much the good of man, as the honour and 
glory of God. A man may make known his wants 
unto God; may cry unto him for corn, ànd wine, 
and oil, without honouring him; but he that offer- 


ttb him thanks and praiſe, he honoureth him. As then 
© the grand end of religious worſhip is the honour. of 


God, and that end is beſt anſwered by praiſing the 


| 8 Lo, and giving him -thanks. for all the bentfits he 


Huth . unto us; we ſhould be careful, às our 

Saviour here inſtructs us, to praiſe: 2 8 glorify God 
in all our addreſſes to him 

There is ſtill another reaſon why v we e ſhbuld: praiſe 
| God, at leaſt as often as we pray unto him; viz. 
That of all the good acts and habits which are re- 
quiſite for every candidate for heaven, only this 
and one more are thought worthy to be practiſed in 

heaven; all the reſt will be uſeleſs; ibid and praiſe 
. ok ſhall ri" in it, e is the 9 
MEOH 7 „ _ Exerciſe. 
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RY” and employ ment of as i the orna-. 
ment, tis the 450 *tis the entertainment of Re 
ven; and when we are employed. in it here, we 
exerciſe ourſelves in, and "qualify. ourſelves. for, 
that duty Which will be our eternal Gnas 
there; nay, and for the time we are.in ſome yt. 
equa: to the angels in heaven. 

Tbe reaſon why I have thus pointed out to you 
the excellency of the duty of praiſe and thankſgiy- 
ing, Which our Saviour recommends to us by this 
doxology, is, that thereby I may reproach, if not 
cure, the common neglect of it : for there are man 

who greatly neglect it ; many who but ſeldom 8 

coldly perform it. The parable of the ten lepers in 
the oſpel, is but too true a repreſentation of man- 
kind in eral: there are ten who pray, to one 

ho gives thanks; and that one, perhaps, 1 4 
« ten times where he ves thanks once; and that 

once he does it not with half the zeal and fervency - 
Which accompanies his prayers, ” And is it not 
ſhamefu}, is it not ſtrange, that ſo exalted a part 
of God's ſervice, ſo divine and angelic a duty, 
ſhould be ſo lighted ? that what is the grace, the 
duty, the exerciſe, the entertainment of angels, 
ſhould be ſo neglected by men ? Let us then, as we _ 
are in duty bound, bleſs the Lord; his praiſe ſhould be 
always i in our mouths; wwe ſhould ſhew forth his loving 
kindneſs every morning, and his fai thfulneſs every 
night; ſeven times a day ſhould. we "praiſe him, Wau 
75 Bis righteous judgments. 
This doxology then, you ſee, when taken all to- 
gether, teaches us that prayer is not complete with- 
out praiſe, and that the one ſhould accompany the 
other: that, as St. Paul alſo adviſes, in every thing, 
by prayer and ſupplication with thank giving, our re- 

queſts be made Fnown unto God. Philip. iv. 6. 

But when the parts of it are conſidered r, 

and independently of its general view, Thine is tbe 
kingdom teaches us to acknowledge the ſupreme au- 
thority of God, and to refign up ourſclyes for bim 


time refüſe to be governed by it. 


. Bd * 


e I. . 
to reign over us; as tis more than in vain to ac- 
knowledge his ſovereign-: y, and atthe ſame 
By thine is the 


R 


- 
* 


power, we are taught to rely upon the all-ſufficiency 


of God; to truſt in him, and not in any thing we 
'ourſelves can do. By thine is the glory, we arc 


called upon, in all things, to conſult the honour 


and glory of God, and to be careful, as far as in us 
lies, that he be in no reſpect deprived of it. By for 
ever, tis declared, that all things that appertain to 
Th, 3 | OO We ls DTD - 50735 Hagel 
Nothing now remains, but to ſee what inſtruction 
may and ſhould be gotten from the concluding word 
ff ⅛˙ EE I 
Amen there expreſſes our wiſhes, our wants, and 
our hopes; and we thence may ſee the obligation 
we are under, to endeavour fully to underſtand the 
meaning of the petitions contained in the body of 
the prayer, leſt, through ignorance of the meaning 
of any of them, we ſhould ſay. Amen to we know not 


| what; which, in the ſervice. of God, muſt rather 


__ offend than pleaſe him. We may alſo, from hence, 


ſee our obligation to uſe our endeayours to obtain 


that which is prayed for; otherwiſe we. de, in ſome 


= fort, contradi& ourſelves. But I haye had ſuch 
frequent occaſion, in explaining this prayer, to ob- 


ſerve to you the connection of prayer and practice, 


cat ſhall ay nothing more upon that ſubject; but 


Hall finiſh with obſerving—that whenever we uſe 
this prayer, we are ſuppoſed to underſtand and be- 
lieve all that is contained in it; and if we do, how 
bearty an Amen ought we to ſay at the end of it | 
All that it contains is every way ſo much for our 
advantage, that the Amen, which repeats it, and is 
to witneſs. the force of our faith, and the. arden- 
Fey of our affections, ought to be uttered with all the 
_ fervency of devotion ; in it we ſhould unite all the 
warmth. that attended each petition, that with. that 
Collected force it may enter heaven. 80 did the 
+ primitive Chriſtians z their Amen was uttered with 
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ſuch warmth, and ſuch vigour, that the churches _ 
_ echoed back the ſound; a ſound, which by them 
was compared to the fall of waters, or the voice f, 
thunder. How laudable, how glorious this! How” - 
reproachful to that baſhful, heedleſs, general fi- 
lence, Which reigns in our modern afſemblies!. 
Amongſt us tis not uttered, at leaſt not heard. 
This, to the primitive Chriſtians, would have made 
us appear to think meanly of the requeſts we made; 
and regardleſs whether they were, or were not, an- 
ſwered. Let us, for ſhame, remedy this cold and 
| heedleſs behaviour, and conclude our petitions with 
z bold and vigorous Amen, and thereby revive and 
vindicate its proper uſe; and at the ſame time ex- 
_ preſs the ſtrength of our faith, and the warmth of 
our affections;; our firm belief of the divine truths _ 
| we acknowledge, and our eager deſire of the divine 
' bleflings we implore-::—ſo ſhall our Amen on earth 
be ratified and confirmed by an Amen from our Fa» 
To whom, with the 


ther which is in heaven. 
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